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CHAPTER  I 


The  Jewish  underground  organizations  and  the  “Hotel  Polski  Affair”. 


In  the  trial  against  Michal  Weichert,  accused  of  collaboration  with  the  Nazis,  the 
following  confrontation  took  place  between  the  accused  and  Adolf  Bermana  testifying 
on  behalf  of  the  prosecution. 

‘The  accused:  is  it  known  something  to  the  witness,  about  the  foreign  citizens 
documents,  which  the  Jewish  agents  of  Gestapo  were  selling,  for  enormous  amount  of 
money  to  the  Jews,  and  which,  allegedly,  had  to  save  them?  What  was  the  lot  of  those 
people? 

Witness:  I  know  that  some  circles  predominantly  German-racist-were  engaged  through 
the  Jewish  agents  in  the  production  of  the  foreign  documents  for  the  Jews.  Both  R.P.Z. 
and  Coordinating  Committee  were  opposed  to  it,  regarding  it  as  a  certain  “chwyt” 
catch,  winch  from  our  point  of  view  was  inadmissible.  The  majority  of  those  people 
perished,  and  some  part  was  rescued.  Those  people  were  sent  to  2  camps:  Vittel  and 
Bergen  Belsen.  Vittel  was  completely  liquidated,  but  in  Bergen  Belsen  part  was 
rescued.  If  it  concerns  the  director  of  Jomt— Neustadt,  he  was  shot  down  in  connection 
with  some  other  action,  when  still  the  ghetto  existed. 

The  accused:  is  it  known  to  the  witness,  that  a  person,  who  stood  very  close  to  the 
Coordinating  Committee  supported  very  much  that  action,  and  even  lost  his  own 
family  in  it  that  action? 

Witness:  I  know  about  it,  but  it  seems  to  me,  that  his  family  did  not  possess  those 
papers.”' 

A  slightly  different  version  presents  Dr.  Adolf  Berman  in  his  book  published  in  1971 
in  Israel: 

“hi  the  first  part  of  1943,  the  Jewish  agents  of  the  Gestapo  started  to  spread  out  among 
the  hiding  Jews  the  information  that  a  great  amount  of  passports  arrived  from  the 
foreign  countries  (mainly  from  South  America)  for  the  Jews  in  Poland.  Those  passports 
costing  a  great  amount  of  money,  had,  supposedly,  in  their  power  to  grant  to  their 
owners  a  guarantee  for  security  of  their  lives.  The  news  was  that  the  Jewish  holders  of 
those  passports  would  be  concentrated  outside  the  frontiers  of  Poland-in  the  camps 
Vittel  m  Alsace  and  in  the  camp  Bergen  Belsen  near  Hanover,  supposedly,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  International  Red  Cross.  The  Jews,  who  were  subjected  day  and 
night  to  blackmail,  and  denouncement,  suddenly  became  overwhelmed  by  the 
psychosis  of  departure.  In  spite  of  the  former  tragic  experience,  thousands  of  Jews  fell 
into  tlie  pitfall  of  the  trap  that  lay  to  them  Gestapo.  The  Jewish  Gestapo  men  organized 
an  office  and  departure  station-for  those  Jews  in  the  “Hotel  Royal”  on  Chmielna  Street 
later  transferred  to  the  “Hotel  Polski”  on  Dluga  Street.  Those  hotels  were  soon  crowded 
with  the  Jews.  That  was  a  strange  picture,  when  at  the  background  of  Nazi 
indiscriminate  terror  against  the  Jews,  thousands  of  Jews  were  allowed  to  live  freely  in 
the  hotels  and  even,  after  receiving  the  “passports”,  to  go  undeterred  in  the  city  and 
arrange  buying  tilings  for  the  voyage. 

The  Jewish  undergroimd  organization  related  itself  to  it  with  absolute  negation.  The 
activists  of  Jewish  undergroimd  organizations  advised  the  Jews  not  to  go  to  the  hotel 


a  Berman,  Adolf  Abraham,  Zionist  activist  in  file  Warsaw  ghetto  underground,  one  of  the  members 
of  tlie  presidium  of  ZKN-Jewish  National  Committee  and  Coordinating  Committee,  and  a  secretary 
of  Zegota  -R.P.Z.-  The  Council  for  Aid  to  file  Jews. 
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and  not  to  receive  the  passports.  However,  a  great  number  of  the  Jews  were  ravished  by 
that  bogus  sham  of  the  American  passports,  and  especially  those  whose  apartments  had 
been  “burnt”,  or  became  once  a  victim  of  the  denouncement. 

At  that  time  came  into  open  the  contention  between  the  majority  in  the  presidium  of 
ZKN  and  Daniel  Guzik,  die  chairman  of  Joint  who  in  his  naivety  gave  his  support  to 
that  affair.  He,  indeed,  did  not  advise  the  Jews  to  go,  but  also  did  not  tell  them  not  to 
go,  and  to  those  who  decided  to  go  (especially  the  notables,  writers,  scientists  and  so 
on),  he  extended  financial  assistance  for  the  purchase  of  the  passports,  or  was  making 
diem  diat  favor  for  free.  Other  members  of  the  presidium  expressed  negative  opinion 
towards  tiiat  action,  and  especially  opposed  the  contact  with  the  Jewish  Gestapo  men, 
but  Guzik  was  responding  diat  for  the  chance  of  saving  the  Jews  he  “was  ready  to  come 
into  a  contact  with  die  devil  liimself  ’  In  such  a  way  fell  into  the  hands  of  Gestapo,  dear 
persons  like  die  poet  Yitzhak  Katzenelson,  the  writer  Joshua  Perle,  the  political 
activists  Buksbaum,  a  series  of  Joint  activists  and  a  great  number  of  Jewish 
intelligentsia.  Also  the  remnants  of  his  family,  Guzik  sent  to  Vittel. 

The  first  transport  that  left  for  Hanover,  was  directed  to  Treblinka,  and  the  others 
reached  Vittel  and  Bergen  Belsen,  but  after  some  times  die  majority  were  sent  in  to 
destruction  to  Auschwitz.  Only  a  handful  of  the  Jews  from  die  two  camps  remained 
alive,  hi  such  a  way  perished  above  3000  Jews,  and  the  German  authorities  gained 
millions  of  zlotys. 

In  one  of  the  first  transports  diat  were  about  to  go,  was  the  Zionist  activist  Menachem 
Kirsznbojm.  However,  still  in  the  train  station,  Gestapo  picked  him  up  with  his  family 
from  the  transport,  transferred  to  die  prison  of  Pawiak,  and  after  a  few  days  shot  him 
widi  his  family.  That  action  came  as  the  result  of  the  denouncement  of  the  Jewish 
Gestapo  men,  who  revealed  diat  Kirsznbojm  was  an  activist  in  the  Ghetto  Warsaw.  In 
July  1943  die  Gestapo  surrounded  die  Hotel  Polski,  imprisoned  a  few  hundreds  of 
Jews,  among  them  also  Guzik,  and  transferred  them  to  Pawiak;  the  majority  had  been 
shot.  Guzik  succeeded  to  save  liimself.  He  was  kept  for  some  times  in  the  prison,  but 
later  released  against  a  great  ransom.  And  diat  was  the  end  of  the  Hotel  Polski  affair.”2 

Adolf  Berman  was  not  the  only  leader  of  the  Jewish  underground,  to  deny  the 
knowledge  or  the  connection  of,  or  to  disapprove,  oppose,  and  condemn  (in 
retrospective)  the  affair  to  become  known  as  “Hotel  Polski  Affair”.  And  so  wrote 
Yitzhak  Zuckermana  in  his  book,  after  the  war: 

“The  affair  of  Hotel  Polski  took  place  on  Dluga  Street,  in  the  middle  of  1943.  I  want  to 
relate  a  few  facts  connected  to  diat  affair.  When  I  started  to  take  interest  in  it,  it  became 
known  to  me,  that  one  of  die  people  involved  in  it  was  Guzik.  In  the  beginning  I  did  not 
suspect  anydiing,  I  asked  Guzik,  and  even  pondered,  if  not  to  use  that  opportunity,  and 
send  one  or  two  trusted  people  abroad  to  find  a  way  of  rescue.  Hela  Schipper  Rufeisen 
asked  me  in  1944  about  Hotel  Polski  and  I  could  not  give  her  any  answer,  because 
at  that  time  I  did  not  know  anything.  If  I  would  be  asked  a  week  later,  I  would 

have  told  her  No!  .  But  then  I  did  not  know.  She  remained  alive . But  then  I 

really  did  not  know  what  to  reply  her,  because  then  I  thought  that  maybe  there  is 
some  loophole  in  the  system.  Suddenly  I  started  to  understand,  what  is  happening 
around,  and  I  do  not  put  to  my  credit  the  fact,  that  during  a  certain  time,  I  was 
prevented  to  understand  the  trap... If  I  knew  before,  I  would  had  told  the  people  in  a 
more  decisive  way,  that  imder  no  circumstances.  No!  But  then  I  could  not  tell  that  to 
the  people  who  decided  to  go....  Before,  I  did  not  know  those  details,  for  a  moment  I 
even  thought  of  sending  Zivia  to  Hotel  Polski.”3 


a  Yitzhak  Zuckerman,  one  of  the  founders  and  the  leaders  of  Z.O.B.  -the  Jewish  Fighting  organization, 
also  a  member  of  presidium  of  Z.K.N.  -Jewish  National  Committee,  and  of  Coordinating  Committee 
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And  so  telegraphed  Berezowski,  the  representative  of  Bund  in  the  occupied  Poland  on 
15.  11.1943  to  Emanuel  Szerer  representative  of  Bund  and  the  member  of  National 
Council  in  London: 

“The  question  of  the  Jewish  camps  for  the  citizens  of  the  foreign  countries: 

Alas,  in  spite  of  all  the  previous  colossal  tragedies,  the  power  of  illusion  persists.  The 
striking  evidence  of  it  are  the  camps  for  Jews  of  foreign  citizenship  in  Vittel  and 
Hanover.  Considerable  part  of  the  letters  sent  from  the  consulate  of  Paraguay  in 
Switzerland  to  the  Jews  living  in  the  ghettoes  in  Poland,  letters  with  visas  and  approval 
of  their  Paraguay  citizenship,  did  not  reach  the  addresses,  because  of  their  death  during 
the  liquidation  of  the  Warsaw  ghetto.  In  view  of  it,  those  letters  became  a  subject  of 
black  market,  falling  into  the  hands  of  scoundrels  in  the  persons  of  Jewish  confidants 
of  Gestapo,  for  the  purpose  of  swindling  enormous  sums  of  money  out  of  Jews  in 
exchange  for  those  letters.  A  wide  Jewish  circles  started  to  regard  those  letters  as  a 
safe  conduct  to  liberation,  a  warrant  for  rescuing  their  threatened  life.  That  atmosphere 
spread  out  and  almost  everywhere  was  to  be  heard  the  word:  “Vittel”.  Started  to  grow 
and  expand  among  the  afflicted,  doomed  for  the  annihilation  Jews  a  psychosis, 
consciously,  after  all,  fanned  by  the  Jewish  confidants  of  Gestapo.  That  mood 
started  to  infect  even  our  rational  members,  who  were  embittered  on  our  central 
management,  that  we  assumed  a  critical  attitude  with  regard  to  that  new  affair, 
which  we  were  inclined  to  regard  as  a  new  German  trap  for  the  Jews,  and  besides 
as  an  affair,  which,  even  from  the  principal  point  of  view,  we  regarded  as 
impossible  to  the  arrange,  even  if  only  because  of  mediation  with  the  Jewish 
Gestapo-men.4 

And  Bernard  Goldstein3: 

“Then  the  Polish  underground  issued  a  warning.  According  to  the  information  it  had 
received,  the  entire  affair  was  a  trap,  which  meant  that  the  Gestapo  planned  to  get  their 
hands  on  the  remaining  Jews  in  Warsaw  and  kill  them. 

Our  own  underground  had  also  had  serious  doubts  about  the  scheme  from  the  very 
start.  But  our  warnings  were  in  vain,  especially  after  it  became  known  that  many  of  the 
Jewish  collaborators  were  providing  their  own  families  with  these  passports.  Adam  for 
instance  had  sent  his  entire  family  on  the  first  day  of  registration  and  he  himself  went  to 
the  camp  in  Vittel.”5 

Had  they,  the  leaders  of  the  Jewish  underground,  been  really  so  naive  and  so 
innocent?  Could  they  wash  their  hands  of  responsibility  of  that  affair?  Let  me  quote 
once  more  Yitzhak  Zuckerman  in  full: 

“The  affair  of  Hotel  Polski  took  place  on  Dluga  Street,  in  the  middle  of  1943. 1  want  to 
relate  a  few  facts  comiected  to  that  affair.  When  I  started  to  take  interest  in  it,  it  became 
known  to  me,  that  one  of  the  people  involved  in  it  was  Guzik.  In  the  beginning  I  did  not 
suspect  anything,  I  asked  Guzik,  and  even  pondered,  if  not  to  use  that  opportunity,  and 
send  one  or  two  trusted  people  abroad  to  find  a  way  of  rescue.  Hela  Schipper  Rufeisen 
asked  me  in  1944  about  Hotel  Polski  and  I  could  not  give  her  any  answer,  because 
at  that  time  I  did  not  know  anything.  If  I  would  be  asked  a  week  later,  I  would 

have  told  her  No!  But  then  I  did  not  know.  She  remained  alive .  But  then  I 

really  did  not  know  what  to  reply  to  her,  because  then  I  thought  that  maybe  there  is 


a  Bernard  Goldstein,  a  member  of  the  Bund  Central  Committee 
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some  loophole  in  the  system.  Suddenly  I  started  to  understand,  what  is  happening 
aromid,  and  I  do  not  put  to  my  credit  the  fact,  that  during  a  certain  time,  I  was 
prevented  to  understand  the  trap.  When  a  suspicion  started  to  arise,  even  more  than 
suspicion,  it  was  when  it  became  known  to  me  that  it  was  altogether  not  difficult  to 
reach  “Hotel  Polski”,  not  difficult  to  get  false  papers,  and  even  easy  to  get  passports  of 
foreign  countries.  That  easiness  looked  to  me  suspicious  and  dangerous.  When  I  started 
to  take  care  of  it,  I  found  out,  that  here  are  additional  people  involved:  one  Kenigild, 
and  Lolek  Skosowski  and  Adam  Zurawin--the  three  that  worked  on  behalf  of  Gestapo. 
Before,  I  did  not  know  those  details,  for  a  moment  I  even  thought  of  sending  Ciwja  to 
Hotel  Polski.  After  the  “Great  Aktzia””  came  from  the  Judenrat  a  message,  that 
arrived  for  her  a  document,  like  those  which  are  in  possession  of  those  in  Hotel 
Polski,  but  she  told  me:  “No,  under  no  circumstances”,  that  was  before  that  suspicion 
arouse.  ...Before,  I  tried  to  do  the  same  to  Hancia.  We  were  ready  at  that  time  to  do 
anything  in  our  power  for  that  purpose,  because  in  our  naivety  we  thought  that 
the  world  does  not  know.  When  I  saw  the  easiness  in  getting  the  documents  I  changed 
my  mind;  I  told  to  myself  that  that  is  very  dangerous;  to  Hela  Schipper  I  gave  now 
the  answer  not  to  do  it.  If  I  knew  before,  I  would  tell  the  people  in  a  more  decisive 
way,  mider  no  circumstances.  No!  But  then  I  could  not  tell  that,  to  the  people  who 
decided  to  go.  The  people  were  broken,  and  fell  into  the  trap,  and  also  Israel  Kanal.  I 
even  did  not  see  him  when  he  came  from  the  forest.  It  was  not  difficult  to  break  down. 
I  myself  even  dropped  in  into  that  place  and  it  had  cost  me  dearly. 

To  Eliezer  Geller  I  told  not  to  go  to  Hotel  Polski,  but  he  decided  to  go  whatever  will  be. 
From  him  I  received  information  about  the  people  who  are  active  there,  on  Adam 
Zurawin,  and  about  Skosowski,  and  Geller  knew  that  they  are  Gestapo  men.  .  I  myself 
'.vent  to  Hotel  Polski  to  find  more  details... . 

And  now  to  Yitzhak  Katzenelson' s  entanglement  in  Hotel  Polski  affair.  When  I  went 
to  the  Aryan  side  of  Warsaw,  we  decided  that  we  will  send  there  3  people,  - 
Katzenelson  and  his  son,  and  Tubia  Bozykowski,  I  decided  upon  it  with  Zivia,  they 
were  not  needed  for  a  struggle  hi  the  uprising.  In  the  meantime  Katzenelson  was  in 
Tabenschulz.  We  decided  that  sending  those  people  would  be  the  first  thing  after  going 
to  the  Aryan  side.  We  decided  first  to  take  him  to  the  Aryan  side  if  I  will  find  a  place. 
In  the  meantime  came  April  19,  and  his  traces  disappeared.  Later  it  became  known  to 
me,  that  Katzenelson  and  several  good  people  found  their  way  to  "Hotel  Polski",  and 
were  taken  to  Vittel,  a  camp  in  France.  From  there  Yitzhak  Katzenelson  and  his  son 
were  taken  to  Auschwitz.  I  came  to  "Hotel  Polski"  to  give  money  to  the  family  of 
Landau. 

It  was  difficult  to  explain,  that  at  the  time  when  people  are  being  caught  in  the  streets, 
Jews  are  sitting  in  Hotel  Polski...  It  was  clear  to  me  that  that  was  a  trap.  In  such  a  way 
they  took  people  out  from  their  hiding  place,  Jews  without  efforts-  several  thousands 
Jews.  And  after  that  the  Jews  arrived  into  the  camp  Vittel.  Also  the  big  world  did  not 
help  them,  it  forsook  them. 

Later  after  the  apartment  (on  the  Aryan  side)  was  arranged,  I  had  an  opportunity  to  find 
out  more  about  that  affair,  and  to  meet  the  activists.  Among  them  I  met  Guzik.  One  day 
it  became  known  to  me  that  Lolek  Skosowski  cooperates  with  A.K.,  or  rather  that  A.K. 
uses  Lolek  Skosowski  and  Adam  Zurawin  for  their  purposes.  Instead  to  cooperate 
directly  with  Gestapo,  and  provide  them  with  the  names  and  the  addresses  of  Jewish 
communist  activists,  they  did  it  though  Lolek  Skosowski.  That  man  was  informing 
steadily  the  Germans  about  the  people  of  the  “left”.  That  information  I  had  received 
from  the  Polish  communists,  that  was  still  during  the  time  of  Hotel  Polski.  One  day  I 
sat  with  Guzik  and  told  him  harsh  words.  I  told  to  Guzik  that  on  that  matter  of  Hotel 


a  The  Great  “Aktzia”  took  place  between  July  22-September  12,  1942 
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Polski  I  see  a  trap,  that  in  such  way  they  try  to  finish  with  a  few  thousands  Jews  more. 

On  that  he  answered  me  that  he  is  sure  of  good  intention  of  the  initiators.  He  was  in 
contact  with  Zurawin  and  Skosowski  (-Jewish  Gestapo  men-).  Guzik  was  one  of  the 
people,  who  could  tell  something  about  the  affair,  but  he  died  immediately  after  the 
ar,  and  it  did  not  come  into  an  open  conversation  between  him  and  me.  He  then  told 
me  “Oib  ich  well  wissen  as  ich  wel  ratewen  ein  Yid,  well  ich  kishen  Lolek  Skosowski 's 
mid  Adam  Zurawin' s  tuches”  -If  only  I  would  knew  that  I  am  rescuing  even  one 
Jew  I  would  kiss  Lolek  Skosowski' s  and  Adam  Zurawin' s  ass” 

Yitzhak  Zuckerman  admits  that  “The  affair  of  Hotel  Polski.  took  place  in  the  middle 
of  1943”,  but  denies  its  knowledge  even  in  1944:  “Hela  Schipper  Rufeisen  asked  me 
in  1944  about  Hotel  Polski  and  I  could  not  give  her  any  answer,  because  at  that 
time  I  did  not  know  anything.”  Zuckerman  did  not  know,  allegedly,  anything  about 
the  affair,  and  therefore  “could  not  give  Hela  Schipper  Rufeisen  any  answer  in  1944 
about  Hotel  Polski,  but  a  few  sentences  later  he  writes  that  to  Hela  Schipper  (he) 
gave  now  the  answer  not  to  do  it.  However,  Zuckerman  admits  that  “we  were 
ready  at  that  time  to  do  anything  in  our  power  for  that  purpose”  that  is  for  the 
purpose  of  saving  the  people,  and  finally  that  after  he  already  knew  all  the  details 
about  the  affair,  and  that  it  is  managed  by  the  Jewish  Gestapo  men,  he  himself  “came 
to  Hotel  Polski  to  give  the  money  to  the  family  of  Landau”6 

And  quoting  Abraham  Shulman: 

“hi  my  interview  with  lnm  shortly  before  his  death  in  the  summer  of  1981,  "Antek" 
Zuckerman,  the  leader  of  the  Jewish  Fighting:  Organization  (Z.O.B.),  spoke  in  the 
harshest  terms  about  the  Jewish  collaborators.  However,  he  quoted  the  words  of  David 
(should  be  Daniel)  Guzik,  who,  though  working  with  the  collaborators  by  lending  his 
name  to  the  "Hotel  Polski"  project,  was  a  loyal  member  of  the  underground.  "We 
should  be  grateful  to  [the  collaborators],"  Guzik  had  said,  "even  if  they  had  helped  save 

#  a 

only  one  single  Jewish  life." 

And  again: 

“hi  Israel,  in  the  Kibbutz  of  Ghetto  Fighters,  I  had  a  conversation  with  one  of  the 
foimders  of  the  kibbutz,  Antek  Zuckerman.  His  is  a  name,  which  is  rarely  mentioned 
without  the  accompanying  adjective,  "legendary,"  in  respect  to  his  heroic  role  in  the 
underground  struggle  against  the  Nazis.  What  he  told  me  throws  additional  light  on  the 
"Hotel  Polski"  Affair. 

Antek  said  that  the  Joint  director,  David  Guzik,  was  well  aware  of  the  role  played  by 
the  few  Jews  who  collaborated  with  the  Germans  but  like  many  others,  he  nourished 
the  hope  that  some  of  those  who  sought  refuge  in  the  Hotel  would  indeed  be  saved. 
Guzik  expressed  on  many  occasions  the  view  that  those  who  collaborated  with  the 
Germans  should  be  praised  even  if  but  one  Jew  would  be  saved  as  a  result  of  the  Affair 

According  to  Aitek,  not  only  wealthy  Jews  who  were  able  to  buy  foreign  documents 
for  fantastic  amounts  of  money  came  to  the  Hotel,  but  also  groups  of  ghetto  fighters, 
some  of  them  directly  from  the  sewers  and  burnt- out  houses.  Guzik,  according  to 
Aitek,  was  an  honest  and  naive  man  and  the  Jews  who  collaborated  with  the  Germans 
used  him  to  give  the  affair  an  air  of  respectability.”8 

And  the  same  Berezowski,  —  the  representative  of  Bund  in  the  occupied  Poland,  who 
on  15.11.1943  wrote  that  the  “central  management,  assumed  a  critical  attitude  with 
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regard  to  that  new  affair,  which  we  were  inclined  to  regard  as  a  new  German  trap  for 
the  Jews,  and  besides  as  an  affair,  which  from  the  principal  point  of  view  we  regard  as 
impossible  to  the  arrange,  even  because  of  mediation  with  Jewish  Gestapo-men”,  has 
written  on  17.04.1943  to  Zygielbojm  in  London: 

“The  number  of  Jews  in  Ghettos  and  behind  them  does  not  reach  10%  of  the  pre-war 
status.  They  should  be  saved  by  the  way  of  exchange,  sending  of  foreign  citizens 
documents,  etc.  We  will  remain  here  further  till  the  end.  Prepare  for  several  persons, 
whose  names  I  will  present,  documents  in  order  to  save  them  in  the  last  moment.  Send 
telegram  what  did  you  do  in  that  matter,  and  what  do  you  intend  to  do.  Consult 
Liebman.  ...”9 

On  06.05.  1943  Zygielbojm  in  London  sends  an  answer  to  Berezowski  in  Poland: 

“Send  immediately  the  names  and  details  for  the  foreign  documents,  photographs  are  also 
needed”10 

And  again  Berezowski  to  Zygiebojm  in  London  on  22.06.1943: 

’’Janczyn  in  prison.  He  can  be  saved  only  by  neutral  citizenship.  Please  send 
immediately  a  document  on  the  name  of  Damsdergauer  bom  in  1891  in  Etienne. 
Names  of  parents:  Jean,  Madelaine  bom  Boetsche.  Send  directly  to  Polizei  Praesidium, 
Warshau-Czacki  14”11 

That  means  that  on  22.06.1943  the  leader  of  Bund  in  the  occupied  Poland  asks  the 
leader  of  Bund  in  London  to  send  forged  documents  straight  to  the  presidium  of  the 
German  Police  in  Warsaw.  Of  course  that  the  documents  will  not  and  could  not  be 
sent  straight  from  London,  but  from  one  of  the  neutral  countries,  generally  Istanbul 
(Constantinople)  in  Turkey,  but  haven’t  we  here  a  perfect  scheme  of  collaboration 
between  the  Jewish  conspiratorial  organization  in  the  occupied  Poland  -“Bund”,  and 
the  Bund  in  London  and  the  presidium  of  German  police  in  Warsaw  in  order  to, 
supposedly,  rescue  Janczyn  from  the  prison? 

And  what  about  the  leaders  of  Z.K.N.  both  Yitzhak  Zuckerman  and  Adolf  Berman? 
the  same  Berman  who  in  the  trial  of  Weichert  claimed  that  “both  R.P.Z.  and 
Coordinating  Committee  were  opposed”  to  the  foreign  citizens  documents,  affair.  The  same 
Adolf  Bennan  sends  on  10.08.1943  a  telegram  to  London  informing  that  “Antoni  is  in 
the  camp  for  foreigners  near  Hanover”12 

And  on  25. 10. 1943  Adolf  Berman  is  sending  another  telegram:  “Antoni  we  saved  from 
Lwow,  he  with  his  family  are  in  the  camp  for  foreign  citizens  in  Bergen  near  Hanover,  Take 
care  of.”13 

And  on  25.10.43  Z.K.N.  sends  a  telegram  signed  by  Borowski  (Adolf  Berman), 
Icchak  (Zuckerman),  Cywia  (Lubetkin),  and  Kaftor  to  Schwarzbart  in  London: 

“Take  care  over  the  camp  in  Vittel  and  Bergen  near  Hanover.  In  Bergen  hunger,  and 
prohibition  to  contact  with  the  world.  Cause  immediate  intervention  of  the 
International  Red  Cross  and  Swiss  embassy,  and  Swiss  embassy  in  Germany”14 
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And  again  Z.K.N.  in  their  report  from  15.11.1943,  to  Schwarzbart,  signed  by 
Borowski  (Adolf  Berman),  Icchak  (Zuckerman),  Cywia  (Lubetkin),  and  Kaftor,  p.  4: 

“Besides  fighting  activity  we  concentrate  our  efforts  in  the  action  of  helping  Jews 
existing  still  in  the  camps,  and  hiding  in  the  Aryan  quarter.  We  do  all  in  our  power  to 
save  valuable  individuals  from  the  camp  and  a  certain  number  of  activists  and  scholars 
we  had  rescued” 

And  p.  14: 

“Eliezer  Geller,  went  to  the  camp  of  foreign  Jews  in  Bergen  at  Hanover,  we  have  no 
infonnation  from  there.”15 

And  again  Cywia  (Lubetkin)  and  Icchak  (Zuckerman)  in  their  telegram  from  15.11. 
1943  to  Tabenkin,  Jari,  Dobkin,  and  Histadruth  Haovdim:  “Eliezer  Geller,  went  to  the 
camp  of  foreign  Jews  in  Bergen  at  Hanover,  we  have  no  information  from  there.”16 

And  the  telegram  of  Guzik  from  Joint  Distribution  Committee,  the  prime  mover  of  the 
affair,  sent  from  Warsaw  26.06.1943,  to  Goldin-  Continental,  Constantinople, 
Received  in  London  on  24.7.  43: 

“As  the  former  manager  of  Joint,  I  take  care  of  American  citizens  and  Palestinian 
certificates.  Tlie  matter  of  certificates  very  urgent.  Please  send  great  amount  of  blank 
certificates.  My  address:  Guzik,  Warszawa  -Hotel  Polski,  Dluga  Street  9”17 

And  the  response,  which  Guzik  received  from  Barlas,  Istanbul  Opera  Palace  ASPE. 
Urgent,  sent  from  London,  17.8.1943,  received  in  Warsaw  on  26.8.1943: 

“Your  telegram  was  handed  to  me.  I  am  ready  to  present  an  indispensable  number  of 
certificates.  Please  wire  the  amount— especially  children,  and  details  concerning  our 
friends,  with  an  aim  of  providing  personal  certificates.  Wire  in  what  other  way  I  can 
help  you?”18 

It  must  be  remembered  that  Guzik,  the  chairman  of  Joint,  was  not  only  “a  loyal 
member  of  the  underground”  as  Zuckennan  describes  him  to  Abraham  Shulman  in  the 
interview  quoted  above,  he  was  one  of  the  three  members  of  the  narrow  presidium  of  Z.K.N. 
to  quote  Bennan: 

“Daniel  Guzik  moved  later  to  the  Aryan  side  and  was  active  in  the  underground.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  narrow  presidium  of  Z.K.N.  (as  the  member  of  the  General 
Zionists),  together  with  Yitzhak  Zuckerman  (Antek)  and  myself’19 

And  more: 

“The  activity  of  Z.K.N.  proceeded  along  three  channels.  Each  one  of  the  three  members 
of  the  presidium  had  a  crew  of  helpers  and  liaisons-Jews  and  Poles,  who  stood  in 

contact  with  the  hiding  Jews  and  were  arranging  for  them  their  matters . At  the  head 

of  the  third  cell  stood  Daniel  Guzik,  that  to  him  also  as  the  chairman  of  Joint  and  a 
popular  activists,  were  applying  the  Jews  needing  assistance.  During  a  certain  time  was 
acting  also  a  fourth  cell  of  assistance,  at  the  head  of  which  stood  advocate  Gotesman. 
But  in  principle  he  was  coordinating  his  activity  with  D.  Guzik.  ” 
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And  what  better  proof  of  Guzik' s  dominant  position  in  Z.K.N.  than  his  admission  to 
use  Polish  underground  radio  services  restricted  only  to  the  leaders  of  the  Jewish 

91 

Coordinating  Committee 

Coming  back  to  the  testimony  of  Adolf  Berman,  and  his  attempt  to  deny  involvement 
of  Joint  in  the  affair:  “Neustadt,  he  was  shot  down  in  connection  with  some  other 
action,  when  still  the  ghetto  existed.”  and  denying  that  Guzik' s  “lost  his  own  family  in 
that  action”:  “it  seems  to  me,  that  his  family  did  not  possess  those  papers  ”  In  both 
cases  Berman  is  simply  not  telling  the  truth. 

The  representative  of  DR  in  RPZ-Wenckia  made  a  plausible  evaluation  of  the  affair 
writing  on  5.VTI.43,  to  his  superiors  in  DR  among  them  “Dyrektor  Trojanowski”: 
which  was  the  synonym  of  Leopold  Rutkowski  the  Director  of  the  Department  of 
inner  Affairs  in  DR: 

“In  the  beginning  of  1943,  had  been  apprehended  by  the  command  of  the  German 
Police,  in  Warsaw  personal  visas  for  Paraguay,  Uruguay,  and  Argentine  which  came 
from  abroad  to  for  the  Jews—citizens  of  those  countries.  The  visas  amounting  to  380  in 
number  had  not  been  delivered  to  those  persons,  first  because  most  of  the  addressees 
were  not  alive,  but  mainly  because  of  the  German  extermination  policy  applied  to  the 
Jews.  The  matter  of  those  visas  came  to  tire  open,  however,  in  the  course  of  the  last 
months,  as  an  organized  affair  of  which  striking  details,  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
affair  infringes  upon  the  Polish  interests.  The  investigation  allows  examining  the  affair 
on  three  levels: 

1 .  The  verified  facts. 

2.  The  connection  to  the  Jewish  society 

3.  The  “price”  for  which  the  German  authorities  agree  and  assist,  to  continue  that 
affair 

1.  The  verified  facts: 


The  affair  is  directed  by  six  Jewish  Gestapo-men  being  remaining  in  direct  dependence 
upon  of  the  Command  of  the  German  Secret  State  Police  ( Geheim  Stastspolizei), 
besides  of  20  "macherow"  (something  between  manipulator  and  swindlers)  prospering 
officially  for  the  price  of  services  rendered  to  the  German  Police.  On  the  side  of  the 
Jewish  society,  the  action  is  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Guzik,  the  former  director  of  the 
Polish  branch  of  the  International  Joint,  the  citizen  of  USA,  with  an  aim  of  rescuing 
especially  valuable  Jews.  Dr.  Guzik  himself  is  living  in  the  "Hotel  Polski"  on  Dluga  29 
(on  the  Aryan  side).  That  affair  is  officially  promoted  because  of  the  great  material 
advantages  to  the  German  Police,  the  cost  of  official  "adaptation”  of  the  visas  to  the 
persons  which  like  to  avail  from  it  amounts  to  200,000-250,000  zlotys  per  persons.  The 
procedures  of  “finding”  the  “proper”  people  had  been  at  first  located  in  the  hotel 
"Royal",  on  Chmielna  Street,  now  it  concentrates  in  "Hotel  Polski"  on  Dluga  Street. 
(Just  now  in  the  Hotel  Polski  find  themselves  82--Jews-  "citizens"  of  Paraguay, 
Uruguay,  and  Argentine.  Subsequently  the  "foreign  citizens"  are  transported  in  small 
groups  (from  5-20  persons)  to  (the  prison)  Pawiak  into  the  cells  of  foreign  citizens, 
from  where  after  2-3  weeks  of  sojourn  they  are  being  transported  to  the  camps  of  the 


a  “Wencki”  Witold  Bierikowski-the  representative  of  the  Delegate-the  Polish  underground  authorities 
in  R.P.Z.,  besides,  according  to  Weichert,  he  was  “  Head  of  the  Special  Department  of  the  Delegate 
of  the  Government”,  which  meant  the  chief  of  the  counterintelligence  of  the  Polish  underground 
authorities,  and  also  “Head  of  the  Department  of  the  Entirety  of  Jewish  Affairs” 
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foreign  internees  in  Vittel  in  Alsace.  There  they  are  under  the  protection  of  the  Geneva 
Red-Cross.  The  internees  "citizens"  of  the  counters  not  being  in  the  state  of  war  with 
Germany  are  promised  to  be  allowed  to  depart  for  their  "maternal"  countries. 

2,  The  connection  with  the  interests  of  the  Jewish  society  (remark:  major  part  of  the 
document  pertaining  to  that  subject  is  tom,  as  can  be  seen  from  the  attached 
document 


The  whole  affair  received  approval  of  the  Jewish  organizations-  of 
representatives  of  Bund  and  Z.K.N.  That  attitude  of  the  Jewish 
organizations  created  possibilities  of  rescuing  a  number  of  distinguished 
Jewish  persons. 

3 ,  Establishing  the  Gennan  price  (the  first  part  pertaining  to  that  section  of  the 
document  is  tom) 

A  striking  evidence  of  shadiness  of  that  affair . The  German  try  to  create  a  popular 

climate  for  that  affair  between  living  illegally  and  hiding  Jews.  It  is  certain,  that  not 
only  the  money  plays  here  the  role.  With  the  assistance  of  the  intelligence  of 
“Szaniec”3,  and  in  the  result  of  my  own  penetration,  I  can  establish,  that  among  the 

"foreigners"  are  found  Gestapo-Jews .  Those  Jews  posses  specially  prepared 

documents,  and  even  photograph  pictures... 

4.  Conclusions 


hi  the  result  of  the  above  investigation  and  the  suspicion  that  the  Jewish  organizations 
possess  their  own  contacts  with  foreign  countries.  I  am  asking  the  civil  and  the  military 
intelligence  about  a  special  professional  examination  of  the  matter  based  on  my 
preliminary  investigation.... 


Until  conclusion  of  the  investigation  I  treat  that  report  as  strictly  secrete  and  asked  to 
destroy  it. 


Because  the  stock  of  the  sent  visas  is  running  out.  Director  Guzik  undertakes  special 
efforts  about  sending  a  batch  of  blank  visas,  to  facilitate  a  cheaper  way  of  rescuing  of 
the  Jewish  distinguished  elements. 

(— )  Wencki  “22 


And  quoting  another  telegram  of  Wencki  on  21.  VII.  1943  to  his  superiors  in  DR, 
following  the  former  one: 

“The  matter  of  the  journey  of  the  Jews,  -  real  or  alleged  citizens  of  South  America,  - 
abroad. 


a  “Szaniec”-(Entrenchment),  name  of  one  of  the  most  nationalistic  and  rightist  political  group  of  the 
Polish  anti-German  resistance  -during  World  War  II.  Established  in  the  fall  of  1939  by  the  leaders  of 
the  semi-fascist  National  Radical  Camp  (Obdz  Narodowo-Radykalny-ONR),  it  founded  its  military 
organization,  as  the  independent  National  Armed  Forces  -  (Narodowe  Sily  Zbrojne-NSZ),  outside  the 
Home  Army.  In  their  underground  press  they  gave  vent  to  their  unmitigated  and  unequaled 
vituperation,  and  condemnation  of  the  Jews,  while  their  military  forces  carried  on  systematic  and 
organized  extermination  of  tire  Jews  in  the  hiding.  That  was  the  organization  that  “Wencki” -Witold 
Bierikowski  found  worthy  of  cooperating  with,  in  spying  upon  the  Jewish  underground  organizations. 
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The  above  matter,  referred  already  by  the  department  of  Zegota  in  the  letter  from  July 
5,  1943,  is  drawing  special  attention  in  its  present  stage,  by  accompanied 
circumstances,  which  are  in  a  flagrant  contradiction  from  the  usual  relation  and  the 
policy  of  the  invader  towards  the  Jews. 

On  account  of  a  wide,  additional  collected  material  the  description  side  will  embrace 
consecutive  events,  and  facts  and  present  them  in  the  form  of  a  chronicle. 

1.  At  the  end  of  1942,  and  January  1943  set  out  to  the  camp  of  Vittel  2  transports  with 
Jews,  authentic  South-Americans,  of  app.  200  persons.  The  next  transport,  had 
been  in  May  1943,  amounting  to  380  person  directed  also  to  Vittel.  In  both  cases, 
the  place  of  the  encampment  of  the  Jews  was  Hotel  Royal.  At  the  same  time  had 
been  organized  in  the  Ghetto  two  wide  actions,  one  on  behalf  of  the  Jewish  Council 
and  another  a  private  one,  with  the  intention  of  attaining  for  the  Jews  citizenship  of 
foreign  countries,  while  in  the  consideration  came  mainly  the  countries:  Paraguay, 
Honduras,  Costa  Rica,  Nicaragua,  and  Argentine. 

2.  In  the  result  of  aforementioned  efforts  which  lasted  several  months,  the  evidence  of 
citizenship  the  so  called  "Promesas",  started  to  arrive  in  the  first  months  of  1943, 
that  is  in  the  time  when  the  Ghetto  had  been  already  in  the  greatest  part  liquidated, 
and  therefore  the  addressees  not  living,  or  living  illegally,  and  could  not  receive  the 
coveted  documents.  Such  "Promesas"  of  app.  380  in  number  bore  the  name  of 
several  families. 

3 .  In  such  state  of  affair  the  aforementioned  “Promesas"  as  "post  undelivered"  found 
their  way  into  the  hands  of  Gestapo.  Here  in  the  office  of  Gestapo  the  Gestapo- 
Jews,  and  rather  their  bosses  Leon  Skosowski,  and  some  Adam  Zurawin  started  to 
take  interest  in  the  “Promesas”  coming  into  conclusion,  that  those  promessas  could 
be  used — to  initiate  a  bold  action.  In  the  agreement  with  the  management  of  the 
Jewish  department  of  Gestapo  (Brandt,  Grischa,  Orff),  Skosowski  and  Zurawin, 
undertook  the  task  of  organizing  a  transport  based  on  the  mentioned  "promessas", 
assisted  by  a  clever  stroke,  namely  detaining  in  May  transport  of  22  persons, 
authentic  foreigners,  in  order  to  prepare  “fry”  to  spawn  further  deportation  actions. 

As  it  became  apparent  their  calculation  had  not  been  in  vain.  Organization  of 
another  party  of  the  foreigners  had  not  been  essentially  an  easy  matter,  because  to 
the  disposal  remained  only  the  Jews  in  hiding.  In  order  to  inspire  confidence  and  to 
emphasize  the  credibility  and  legality  of  the  action,  they  co-opted  the  cooperation 
of  Dr.  Guzilc,  the  chairman  of  the  Polish  branch  of  Joint,  who  had  to  be  allegedly 
the  figurehead  of  the  venture.  The  base  of  the  participation  in  the  enterprise  was 
payment  for  “Promesas”,  amounting  from  tens  of  thousands  to  several  hundred 
thousands  zlotys  per  a  person,  --but  it  should  be  emphasized  that  a  certain  amount 
of  places  the  organizers  gave  with  no  payment,  to  undoubtedly  poor  people,  their 
own  proteges,  hi  order  to  emphasize  that  not  business  is  in  question,  but  only 
collecting  of  expenses,  they  put  the  matter  so  towards  the  wealthier  Jews,  that  they 
have  to  pay  more,  in  order  to  cover  the  expenses  of  those  who  could  not  pay. 

4.  Simultaneously  Zurawin  set  out  to  Berlin,  where  for  a  price  of  25  thousands  dollars 
received  approval  for  the  enterprise,  and  an  instruction  of  assign  for  that  enterprise 
a  special  train.  In  such  state  of  affairs,  and  with  assurance  of  complete  safety  on 
behalf  of  Gestapo,  the  recruitment  took  a  very  favorable  course,  as  about  2,000 
persons  applied,  who  had  been  located  in  Hotel  Polski,  on  Dluga  Street. 

5.  On  July  5,  1943,  was  sent  the  first  transport  amounting  to  1,200  persons.  On  the 
tram  station  present  were  Stropp,  Hahn,  and  a  series  of  Gestapo  officers  and  an 
escort  of  gendarmerie.  By  the  by  it  must  be  added  the  transport  was  not  directed  to 
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Vittel  but  to  Hanover,  in  the  territory  of  former  Oflag  .On  the  day  of  departure  the 
Jews  handed  to  Zurawin  and  Skosowski  a  letter  of  thanks. 

6.  On  the  second  day  of  departure  came  to  Warsaw  a  letter  signed  by  Ribbentrop,  in 
which  he  demanded  the  quickest  organizing  of  the  next  transport  and  gave  a 
guarantee  of  complete  safety.  In  the  result  of  it,  was  organized  a  speedy  dispatch  of 
the  next  transport,  which  took  place  on  Monday  July  1 1,  1943.  600  Jews  hade  been 
sent.  According  to  the  version  received  from  the  Hotel,  the  haste  of  transport  was 
caused  by  the  need  of  the  exchange  of  the  Jews  for  the  German  prisoners  of  war 
from  Stalingrad. 

7.  The  remaining  in  the  Hotel  Jews  in  the  nmnber  of  400,  were  transported 
surprisingly  to  Pawiak,  where  was  prepared  for  them  previously,  a  hall  on  the  fifth 
floor.  On  Pawiak  came  the  examination  of  the  documents,  and  a  selection.  From  the 
total  of  all  detained  Jews  only  64  have  been  chosen  for  deportation,  the  rest  were 
located  in  the  cells  for  prisoners  destined  for  liquidation.  In  fact  314  Jews  were 
liquidated  on  July  15,  1943.  Later  he  third  transport  is  to  depart  on  July  23.”23 

From  all  the  quoted  documents,  is  there  any  doubt  that  both  Bund  and  Z.K.N.  had 

been  head  over  heels  mired  in  the  Hotel  Polski  affair? 

Their  concern  also  indicates  their  involvement: 

From  Z.K.N.  Borowski  (Adolf  Berman),  and  G.K.R,  -M.P.  Bund,  Warsaw,  June  3, 

1943,  to  Schwarzbart  and  representative  of  Bund  in  London,  received  June  21,  1943: 

“Not  numerous  Jews  of  American  citizenship,  are  being  sent  by  the  Germans  to  the 
camp  Vittel  in  Alsace,  please  check  officially  if  the  camp  is  under  supervision  of  Red 
Cross  in  Geneva.  We  are  afraid  of  a  trap” 

From  Z.K.N.  Warsaw,  10.08.43,  to  Silberstein,  Geneva,  Rec.  18.08.43: 

“Ami  probably  in  Vittel  near  Hanover.  We  are  afraid  of  massacre.  It  is  going  through 
the  hands  of  Gestapo  man.”24 

From  Z.K.N.  Borowski,  Icchak,  Cywia,  Kantor,  Warsaw,  25.10.43,  to  Schwarzbart- 

London: 

“Take  care  over  the  camp  in  Vittel  and  Bergen  near  Hanover.  In  Bergen  hunger,  and 
prohibition  to  contact  with  the  world.  Cause  immediate  intervention  of  the 
International  Red  Cross  and  Swiss  embassy,  and  Swiss  embassy  in  Germany” 

From  Berezowski  C.K.P.  Bund  in  Warsaw,  report  from  1.7.1943-  15.  11.  1943,  to  Dr. 

Emanuel  Szerer  representative  of  Bund  and  the  member  of  National  Council  in  London, 

p.7: 


“The  question  of  the  Jewish  camps  for  the  citizens  of  the  foreign  countries: 

Alas,  in  spite  of  all  the  previous  colossal  tragedies  the  power  of  illusion  persists.  The 
striking  evidence  of  it  are  the  camps  for  Jews  of  foreign  citizenship  in  Vittel  and 
Hanover.  Considerable  part  of  the  letters  sent  from  the  consulate  of  Paraguay  in 
Switzerland  to  the  Jews  living  in  the  ghettoes  in  Poland,  letters  with  visas  and  approval 
of  their  Paraguay  citizenship,  did  not  reach  the  addresses,  because  of  their  death  during 
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the  liquidation  of  the  Warsaw  ghetto.  In  view  of  it,  those  letters  became  a  subject  of 
black  market,  falling  into  the  hands  of  scoundrels  in  the  persons  of  Jewish  confidants 
of  Gestapo,  for  the  purpose  of  swindling  enormous  sums  of  money  out  of  the  Jews  in 
exchange  for  those  letters.  A  wide  Jewish  circles  started  to  regard  those  letters  as  a 
safe  conduct  to  liberation,  a  warrant  for  rescuing  their  threatened  life.  That  atmosphere 
spread  out  and  ahnost  everywhere  was  to  be  heard  the  word:  “Vittel”.  Started  to  grow 
and  expand  among  the  afflicted,  doomed  for  annihilation  Jews  a  psychosis, 
consciously,  after  all,  fanned  by  the  Jewish  confidants  of  Gestapo.  That  mood  started 
to  pass  on  even  to  our  rational  members,  who  were  embittered  on  our  central 
management,  that  we  assumed  a  critical  attitude  with  regard  to  that  new  affair,  which 
we  were  inclined  to  regard  as  a  new  German  trap  for  the  Jews,  and  besides  as  an  affair, 
which  from  the  principle  point  of  view  we  regard  as  impossible  to  the  arrange,  even 
because  of  mediation  with  Jewish  Gestapo-men. 

On  that  matter  we  addressed  to  you  a  telegram  with  a  request  for  clarification,  if  those 
camps  stand  under  the  official  protection  of  the  International  Red  Cross.  The  answer  to 
which  we  did  not  receive.  It  was  not  needed,  however,  to  wait  for  a  long  tome,  for 
crumbling  of  that  new  tragic  illusion.  During  the  third  in  row  transport  which  had  to 
leave  to  that  “paradise-camp”  for  foreigners  in  Hanover,  it  happened  that  300  Jews 
among  those  to  be  sent  to  that  camp,  were  shot  down  in  Pawiak.  Lastly  came  to  us 
also,  still  not  verified,  news  about  liquidation,  in  the  German-like  fashion  of  the 
aforementioned  camp  at  Hanover.  After  that  fact  of  shooting  down,  the  voices  of  the 
malcontents  hushed.” 

Report  ofZ.K.N.  May  15,  1944,  p.  12: 

“An  awful  trap  was  the  camp  for  'foreigners'  at  Hanover.  The  Germans  with  the  help 
of  Jewish  Gestapo-men  were  angling  candidates  for  the  travel  to  that  camp,  among  the 
Jews  hiding  on  the  Aryan  side.”27 

From  Schwarzbart,  London  17.8.44.  to  Z.K.N.  Warsaw,  p.  3: 

“Concerning  the  camp  Vittel,  we  did  everything  we  could.  Alas,  part  of  them  had  been 
sent  to  Auschwitz  in  spite  that  they  had  Palestinian  certificates.  Alas  we  could  not 
achieve  their  exchange.”28 

From  Anzelm,  London,  September  4,  1944,  to  Z.K.N.  and  Z.O.B.  in  Warsaw,  p.  2-3 

"Lastly  we  spoke  with  a  few  English  citizens,  Jews  and  non-Jews,  who  came  here  on 
the  way  of  exchange  from  Vittel.  We  received  alas  tragic  information.  According  to 
those  information  in  the  camp  found  themselves  280  persons  possessing  South- 
American  passports  out  of  them  two  transports  left  the  camp,  the  first  which  took 
place  on  April  18,  and  encompassed  183  persons,  men,  women  and  children,  and  the 
second  which  took  place  on  May  16  and  embraced  48  persons,  that  means  that,  most 
probably,  in  the  camp  remained  only  60  persons.  According  to  our  information  those 
transports  via-Dranzy  went  to  Auschwitz.  In  the  first  transport  was  our  miserable  I.K. 
(Yitzhak  Katzenelson),  and  in  the  second  N.E?  About  the  second  we  have  some  vague 
information  that  he  succeeded  to  escape,  but  we  are  not  certain.  Certainly  that,  just  like 
before,  our  agency  is  doing  everything  possible  to  rescue  those  poor  people.  But  if  we 
will  succeed  is  difficult  to  tell.  Among  the  remaining  is  the  daughter  of  Prof.  Schorr, 
while  his  wife,  in  order  to  avoid  deportation  committed  suicide.  Here  came  also  people 
from  Bergen  Belsen.  I  asked  them  about  Antoni  and  Eliezer.  Alas  nobody  could  give  us 
any  information.  They  did  not  hear  about  them  anything.  Here  arrived  also  exchanged 
persons  from  Palestine  that  for  many  months  had  been  in  the  camps.  We  have  quite  a 
detailed  description  how  it  is  like  in  the  camp  and  how  took  place  the  deportation.  It 


seems  that  many  committed  suicide.  We  have  also  a  list  of  the  remaining  Jews  in  Vittel 
and  we  take  steps  with  regard  to  them.,,29 


' 
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CHAPTER  II 


The  Background  of  the  "Hotel  Polski  Affair" 


The  “Hotel  Polski”  Affair  did  not  popped  out,  out  of  the  blue,  the  idea  of  saving  some 
of  the  Jews  especially  the  “Aktyw”-\hz  notables  and  the  youth,  by  exchange  or  by 
acquiring  foreign  citizenship  was  conceived  in  the  Warsaw  Ghetto  in  the  middle  of 
1942.  We  know  that  that  was  one  of  the  proposals  presented  to  Karski  by  the  two 
leaders  of  the  Jewish  underground  organizations-the  Bund  and  the  Z.K.N.,  we  know  it 
from  Karski' s  own  relation: 

“In  the  State  Department  I  spoke  with  Charles  Bohlen  a  member  of  the  team  of  the 
Roosevelt’s  councilors,  Adolph  Berle,  and  the  director  of  the  strategic  services  William 
Donowen.... 

I  told  Bohlen:  the  Jews  want  to  be  sent  passports  blanks,  but  original.  They  want  also 
entry  visas;  the  German  authorities  of  middle  grade  status,  for  a  lot  of  money  would  be 
ready,  to  let  the  Jews  out.  Bohlen  answered  me:  'Mr.  Karski  we  are  in  a  country  where 
rule  not  people  but  laws.  We  cannot  grant  visas  to  people,  whose  names,  nationalities, 
and  citizenship  are  not  known.  The  Congress  in  1924  approved  an  act,  which 
established  national  emigrational  quotas,  and  only  Congress  can  change  them. ' 

About  the  desperate  stmggle  to  save  the  remnants  of  the  “ Aktyw ”  we  learn  from  the 
letter  of  RPZ  to  the  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Government  from  January  1943: 

“To  the  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Government  here. 

The  Germans  approach  to  the  final  liquidation  of  the  Warsaw  Ghetto,  to  the  murderous 
liquidation  of  the  small  rest  of  the  Jewish  population  in  Warsaw.  In  the  course  of  a  few 
days  they  deported  5-6  thousand  people  to  the  extermination  camp  in  Treblinka. 
Among  the  deportees  found  themselves  the  majority  of  being  still  alive  personnel  of  the 
congregation  (Judenrat)  400  persons  from  the  supply  department,  approximately  300 
physicians  and  personnel  of  the  Health  Department,  series  of  outstanding  social 
activists,  and  intellectuals. 

In  the  meantime,  probably  in  the  result  of  manifested  resistance  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Ghetto,  the  "deportation"  action  stopped.  The  fate  of  the  remaining  Jewish 
population  is,  however,  doomed.  It  should  be  expected  in  the  incoming  nearest  time, 
further  complete  liquidation  of  Ghetto. 

hi  the  Warsaw  Ghetto  remained  still  many  valuable  individuals,  of  social,  cultural, 
scientific,  artistic  backgroimd,  who  should  be  as  soon  as  possible  saved.  There 
remained  still  several  thousand  children,  saved  from  the  last  massacre,  especially  cruel 
and  uncompromising  in  the  relation  to  the  children.  That  handful  rest  of  the  children 
still  remaining  alive  should  be  snatched  from  the  Ghetto  and  save. 

Those  tasks  are  so  enormous,  demanding  such  serious  means,  that  we  are  forced  to 
apply  to  his  Excellency  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Government  with  a  fervent  appeal  about 
assigning  for  that  ami  a  special  sum  amounting  at  least  to  500,000  zlotys. 


We  ask  of  treating  our  appeal  as  an  urgent  matter,  not  suffering  delay.  Every  day  may 
bring  the  final  annihilation  of  the  Ghetto,  which  aim  is  to  fight  fights  for  their  life,  and 

•  •  •  .  o 

dignity  with  anus  in  their  hands.” 
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In  that  context  we  quote  another  document: 

“Already  in  the  last  days  of  ghetto  a  public  committee,  -comprising  of  Dr.  I.  Schipper, 

Dr.  E.  Ringelblum,  Lipa  Lejzer  Bloch,  Menachem  Kirszenbaum,  Zisha  Friedman  and 
other  leading  personalities,  were  engaged  in  getting  documents  of  foreign  citizens. 
They  drew  up  a  list  of  notables,  sent  abroad  lists  and  received  promesas a”3 

We  learn  about  it  also  from  the  telegram  of  Ciwia  (Zivia  Lubetkin)  and  Icchak 
(Yitzhak  Zuckerman)  from  June  22,  1943  to  Tabenkin,  Jaari  in  Tel- Aviv:  “Assist 
rescue  the  youth,  try  to  find  possibilities  of  departure.”4 

The  Jewish  organizations  abroad  responded  to  the  appeal  and  start  sending  the 
documents: 

“On  December  4,  1942  Hilel  Seidemann  the  archive  director  in  Warsaw's  Jewish 
Council,  wrote  in  his  diary: 

“A  great  sensation:  certificates  had  arrived  for  Palestine.  Everyone  thought  with  a  spark 
of  hope:  perhaps  for  me?  It  appeared  that  54  certificates  had  arrived  almost  all  for 
women  whose  husbands  are  in  Palestine.  The  head  of  the  Jewish  post-office,  H. 
Jaszimski  came  to  my  archive  bringing  with  him  all  the  letters  and  the  documents  and 
asked  for  advice:  how  could  we  find  the  addresses?  All  the  addresses  are  no  longer 
valid,  the  streets  has  long  since  been  “Aryanized”.  I  took  the  letters  into  my  hands.  The 
certificates  had  been  sent  from  Palestine  Agency  in  Constantinople.  Most  of  them  bore 
the  photos  of  the  wives  and  the  children.  Each  envelope  contained  also  a  letter  written 
by  Dr.  Gildin  in  which  he  write  that  after  they  will  obtain  the  exit  visa  from  the  German 
authorities,  the  wives  would  receive  transit  visas  through  Turkey,  as  well  as  traveling 
expenses  to  the  land  of  Israel. 

I  found  among  the  names  many  acquaintances  and  friends,  like  . Since  it  was 

impossible  to  reach  some  of  the  people  at  their  former  address  we  decided  to  look  for 
them  un  the  “Shops”  (factories)...  It  finally  appeared  that  out  of  the  54  certificates  only 
about  20  of  their  owners  were  still  in  the  ghetto.  The  rest  had  already  been  deported.”5 

Also  Zivia  Lubetkin  received  such  a  document: 

“I  even  thought  of  sending  Zivia  to  Hotel  Polski.  After  the  great  “Aktzia”  came 
from  Judenrat  a  message,  that  arrived  for  her  a  document  like  such  that  are  in 
possession  of  those  in  Hotel  Polski,  but  she  told  me:  “No,  under  no 
circumstances”.6 

Dr.  Silbershein  in  Switzerland  was  active  in  one  of  the  organizations,  which  were 
obtaining  and  sending  documents  to  Poland: 

“The  name  of  this  organization  was:  RELICO-Hilfskommittee  zur  Hilfeleistung  fur  die 
durch  dem  Krieg  bertroffene  Jiidisshe  Bevolkenmg.  Dr.  Silbershein  established  this 
committee  immediately  following  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  Its  activity  was  financed  by 
the  contributions  of  individuals  and  Jewish  organizations  throughout  the  world 
including  the  World  Jewish  Congress  the  Palestine  Rescue  Committee-in 


a  “Promesas” -namely  letters  from  consuls  of  various  countries  to  the  effect  that  the  citizenship  of  the 
country  the  consul  represented  had  been  granted  to  the  addressee  and  his  family.  The  recipient  was 
informed  that  upon  receipt  of  the  required  photographs  and  relevant  data  a  proper  passport  would  be 
issued  in  due  course. 
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Constantinople,  Histadruth,  Jewish  Federation  of  Labor,  the  Galician  Jews 

<7 

Organizations  etc. 

We  also  read  that  the  Jewish  underground  in  the  occupied  Poland  continued  to  be  in 
contact  with  Silbershein: 

“ZKN,  Warsaw  to  Silbershein-Geneve-22  rue  de  Paquest,  August  10,  1943: 

The  number  of  activists  decreased,  Giterion,  Neustasdt,  Borsenoga  are  not  living.  Be 

watchful.  In  Vittel  and  nears  Hanover,  we  are  afraid  of  massacre.  Be  careful  in  these 

matters.  They  are  going  through  the  hands  of  Gestaspo.  The  persons  in  the  list  of 
•  •  *>  ^8 
Gustemik  is  a  Gestapo  man” 

And  another  telegram: 

“Councils  of  Zionist  organizations-Ipso-Right,  Ignacy  Menachem,  Kaftor,  Jochanan, 
Jozef,  Warsaw  06.04.1943,  to  Szwarcbart-London,  Dr.  Silbershein  -Geneve,  22  Rue  de 
Paquest,  M.  Neustadt  in  Tel-Aviv: 

Rescue  the  “Aktyw”  by  the  way  of  exchange.  Each  day  may  case  annihilation  of  the 
rest  of  the  Polish  Jewry.”9 

In  the  last  days  of  destruction  of  the  Jewish  Warsaw  the  Gestapo  had  accumulated 
many  thousands  of  documents  sent  to  Poland  from  Switzerland  by  Sillbershein 
organization.  Virtually  none  of  those  for  whom  papers  had  been  sent  were  living  at 
the  time.  If  the  idea  of  selling  those  papers  for  a  very  high  price  to  others  Jews  was  of 
the  Gestapo  itself  or  of  the  Jewish  agents  collaborating  with  Gestapo  remains  a 
question.  However  at  that  time  of  the  final  stage  of  liquidation  of  the  Warsaw  Ghetto 
the  only  Jews  who  could  be  found  were  those  in  the  concealment  in  the  Aryan 
quarters,  and  those  fleeing  from  the  ruins  of  Ghetto.  The  prevailing  view  that  the 
Gestapo  entrusted  the  task  of  seeking  out  these  Jews  to  a  group  of  Jewish 
collaborators  is  not  plausible.  The  only  ones  who  could  get  access  to  the  hiding  and 
fleeing  Jews,  and  the  only  ones  who  could  inspire  their  confidence  were  the  heads  of 
the  Jewish  underground  organizations.  I  did  not  find  evidence  that  in  the  first  period 
that  of  Hotel  Royal,  Guzik  was  also  residing  there,  however,  in  Hotel  Polski  in  the 
heyday  of  the  affair  Guzik  was  residing  there  together  with  the  Jewish  Gestapo 
agents,  and  here  they  had  their  headquarters. 


CHAPTER  m 


The  Chronicle  of  an  Illusion. 


a.  The  rallying  points. 


May  43-Nov.43.  In  that  period  about  four  thousands  Warsaw  Jews  passed  through 

the  Royal  Hotel  and  Hotel  Polski. 

During  the  month  of  May  1943,  a  rumor  spread  out  that  the  Gestapo  is  in 
possession  of  a  large  number  of  visas  from  foreign  consulates  of  several 
neutral  countries.  Those  visas  came  for  the  people  who  were  no  longer 
alive.  Now  the  Gestapo  was  prepared  to  sell  these  visas  to  other  persons 
and  to  allow  them  to  assume  the  names  of  the  dead  people.  But  even  if  the 
Jews  possessed  visas,  or  obtained  promesas  from  other  sources,  those 
documents  had  to  be  first  legalized  by  the  Jewish  Gestapo  agents  who  were 
the  official  representatives  of  the  Gestapo  in  these  transaction  for  which 
enormous  amount  of  money  was  demanded. 

After  completing  the  transactions  the  Jews  were  to  be,  allegedly,  sent  to 
temporary  camps  for  foreign  citizens  near  Vittel  and  Hanover,  and  from 
there  abroad. 

An  office  was  set  up  in  the  Hotel  Imperial  (Royal)  and  later  on  Chmielna 
Street  for  the  registration  of  the  foreign  citizens.  The  rush  of  people  was  so 
great  that  there  wasn't  enough  room  for  all  the  applicants.  The  office  was 
therefore  transferred  to  the  Hotel  Polski  on  29  Dfuga  Street. 

July  13,  1943  424  men  women  and  children  were  taken  to  Pawiak  prison  among 

them  also  Guzik  out  of  them  262  were  shot.  Guzik  bought  himself 
out 


b.  The  camp  of  Vittel 


25.01.1943 


22.05.1943 
October  1943 
29.12.1943 


Arrival  of  the  first  transport  of  Jews  with  foreign  citizenship  from 
IGakow  and  Lwow  all  were  housed  in  the  Hotel  Providence,  which  had  been 
fenced  off  with  barbed  wire  in  order  to  isolate  them  from  the  internees  of 
higher  status,  like  the  citizens  of  USA  and  Great  Britain. 

Vittel,  a  spa  in  Eastern  France,  about  half  an  hour’s  journey  from  Nancy,  was 
used  as  an  Internment  Camp  during  the  war.  The  internees  were  of  British; 
North  and  South  Americans  citizenship  the  latter  had  been  regarded  as  of 
inferior  status. 

A  transport  of  Jews  from  Poland  reached  Vittel  and  amongst  them  was 
Katzenelson  and  his  son,  Zvi. 

The  total  number  of  the  two  transports  400  Jews,  300  adults  and  100 
children 

hi  December  1943  all  Jewish  “internees”  in  the  Vittel  and  Bergen  Belsen 
Camps  were  ordered  to  surrender  their  identity  papers  for  scrutiny,  which 
were  never  returned  to  them.  This  action  followed  a  declaration  made  by  the 
Spanish  ambassador  in  Berlin  acting  in  his  capacity  as  ‘proNdhig  power’  for 
Paraguayan  interests  in  Germany  to  the  effect  that  Paraguay  refuses  to 
recognize  as  valid  the  supposed  Paraguayan  passports  held  by  Vittel 
internees.  The  seized  documents  including  passports  of  Chile,  Costa  Rica, 
Ecuador,  Haiti. 
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January  1944  In  response  to  a  request  made  by  Alois  Brunner  to  Adolf  Eichmann,  the 

representatives  of  the  Gestapo’s  Auslandsstelle  (Foreign  Department)  had 


04.01.1944 

arrived  at  the  two  camps  to  verify  the  documents  of  the  Jewish  internees  The 
Jewish  internees  of  Vittel  used  every  means  available  to  bring  their  plight  to 
the  free  world.  The  Jewish  internees  of  Bergen  Belsen,  on  the  other  hand, 
were  deprived  of  any  contact  with  the  outside  world. 

The  Paraguayan  Foreign  Office  told  the  British  Minister  in  Asuncion  that  'in 
deference  to  representations  made  by  the  Governments  of  the  United  States, 
Poland,  and  the  Netherlands'  Paraguay  had  already  notified  the  Spanish 
Government  that  the  Paraguayan  Government  would  recognize  the  passports 
in  question  as  valid.  But  the  message  was  either  not  received,  or  not  believed, 
or  ignored  by  the  German  Government. 

19.03.1944 

The  internees  asked  that  they  be  immediately  sent  immigration  visas 
"certificates"  to  Palestine,  this,  in  their  opinion,  being  the  only  way  their 
lives  could  be  saved. 

20.03.1944 

The  commandant  of  the  Vittel  camp  informed  the  internees  that  the  South 
American  papers  were  not  recognized  by  the  corresponding  governments, 
and  in  consequence  their  holders  they  were  not  considered  as  suitable  for 
exchange.  News  regarding  their  plight  was  somehow  transmitted  to  Jewish 
bodies  in  nearby  Switzerland,  and  the  British  and  United  States  Governments 
to  secure  recognition  of  the  confiscated  documents  immediately  undertook 
diplomatic  efforts.  Most  of  the  Latin  American  states  concerned  agreed  to 
recognize  the  documents. 

29.03.1944 

Three  months  after  their  passports  had  been  seized,  283  holders  of  the 
Latin  American  documents  (including  at  least  105  Paraguayans’  and 

32  holders  of  Honduras  papers)  were  separated  from  the  rest  of  the 
camp  and  threatened  with  deportation. 

However  62  persons  possessing  valid  entry  permits  were  sent  on  the 
way  to  Palestine  for  exchange. 

18.04.1944 

Out  of  283  persons  possessing  South-Anerican  passports  183  persons 
men,  women  and  children,  were  deported  to  Drancy  and  from  there  on  April 

29  to  Auschwitz.  Among  the  deported  were  the  poet  Yitzhak  Katzenelson 
and  his  son  Zvi. 

30.04.1944 

Upon  arrival  in  Aushwitz  the  group  was  separated  and  conducted  to 
the  gas  chamber. 

16.05.1944 

Another  60  Jewish  internees  were  transported  via-Dranzy  to  Auschwitz 

Dr.  Natan  Eck  escaped  from  the  train  when  it  approached  the  camp 
Drancy,  his  little  daughter  Raya  was  hidden  in  the  camp  by  Miriam 
Nowitch;  Adam  Zurawin  jumped  from  the  train  not  far  from 
Auschwitz.  Also.  Shulim  Dudelsak  and  Feliks  Eisenstadt  escaped  from 
Vittel  and  managed  to  reach  Switzerland. 

Beg.  Aug.  1944.  30  "Latin  American  nationals"  among  the  Jews  of  Vittel  were 


01.09,1944 

deported  to  their  deaths. 

A  few  managed  to  avoid  the  transport,  among  them  Dr.  Seideman  by 
hiding  in  a  baking  oven  in  the  internment  camp,  Miriam  Nowitch,  a 
few  gravely  ill  people,  several  women  in  advanced  stages  of 
pregnancy,  and  a  few  others,  who  were  just  lucky. 

The  Germans  abandon  Vittel  Shortly  before,  the  camp  commandant 
admitted  receiving  replies  from  several  Latin  American  governments 
confirming  the  Latin  American  citizenship  of  some  forty  Vittel 
internees,  but  they  were  not  alive. 

12.09.1944 

Vittel  liberated  by  the  American  army. 
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c.  The  camp  of  Bergen  Belsen 


07.  07.1943 


07.07.1943 
07.07.1943 
10.07.1943 
15.07.1943 
15.07.1944 
28.07.1943 
31.07.1943 
05.08.1943 
23.09.1943 
21.10.1943 
Late  10.  43 


Late  10.1943 


29.12.1943 


January  1944 


17.05.1944 

24.05.1944 


17.06.1944 

29.06.1944 


The  first  transport  of  Jews  from  Poland,  amounting  to  1226  persons, 
arrived  from  Warsaw  in  whose  possession  were  promesas  issued  by 
various  mostly  South  American  countries,  but  also  250  persons  of  the 
Palestinian  group,  arrived  in  Bergen  Belsen. 

The  second  transport  of  175  persons  arrived  from  Lwow 

The  third  transport  of  44  persons  arrived  from  Krakow 

The  fourth  transport  of  138  persons  arrived  from  Bochnia 

The  fifth  transport  of  598  persons  arrived  from  Warsaw 

The  sixth  transport  of  27  persons  arrived  from  Radom 

The  seventh  transport  of  62  persons  arrived  from  Warsaw 

The  eighths  transport  of  64  persons  arrived  from  Warsaw 

The  ninths  transport  of  1 10  persons  arrived  from  Krakow 

The  tenths  transport  of  43  persons  arrived  from  Warsaw 

The  eleventh  transport  of  46  persons  arrived  from  Warsaw 

A  high  official  of  the  German  Security  Office  arrived  in  the  camp 

The  total  numbers  of  Jews  from  Poland  2533,  out  of  which  2039  from 

Warsaw 

A  high  official  of  the  Office  of  the  German  Security  Affairs  arrived  at 
the  camp. 

A  list  of  1800  names  is  proclaimed  during  the  roll  call.  Those  persons 
were  chosen,  supposedly,  for  exchange,  and  to  be  kept  in  the 
meantime  in  the  (non-existent)  camp  “Bergau”  near  Drezden.  In  fact 
they  were  deported  to  Auschwitz,  where  they  were  immediately  killed. 
Remained  about  700  Polish  Jews  out  of  whom  267  registered  to  go  to 
Palestine,  44  with  U.S.  documents.  . 

In  December  1943  all  remaining  Jewish  “internees”  in  the  Vittel  and  Bergen 
Belsen  camps  were  ordered  to  surrender  their  identity  papers  for  scrutiny, 
which  were  never  returned  to  them.  This  action  followed  a  declaration  made 
by  the  Spanish  ambassador  in  Berlin  acting  in  his  capacity  as  ‘protecting 
power’  for  Paraguayan  interests  in  Germany  to  the  effect  that  Paraguay 
refuses  to  recognize  as  valid  the  supposed  Paraguayan  passports  held  by 
Vittel  internees.  The  seized  documents  including  passports  of  Chile,  Costa 
Rica,  Ecuador,  Haiti  had  never  been  returned  to  them. 

In  response  to  a  request  made  by  Alois  Brunner  to  Adolf  Eichmann,  the 
representatives  of  the  Gestapo’s  Auslandsstelle  (Foreign  Department) 
had  arrived  at  the  two  camps  to  verify  their  documents. 

145  Polish  Jews  holding  South- American  documents  deported  (to 
Auschwitz) 

Another  party  of  Polish  Jews  holding  South- American  documents 
deported  (to  Auschwitz),  together  with  the  former  transport  350  Jews 
After  deportation,  remained  about  355  Polish  Jews  out  of  whom  267 
registered  to  go  to  Palestine,  44  with  U.S.  documents,  49  with  South 
American  documents. 

Another  German  commission  arrives 

222  nominees  for  exchange-women  and  children  were  sent  to  Vienna 
here  joined  by  contingent  of  62  from  Vittel  arrived  in  Haifa  on  July 
10,  1944. 
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08.04. 1945  The  whole  camp  is  evacuated  by  train. 

13.04. 1945  The  transport  is  released  by  American  soldiers 


d.  Arrival  to  Palestine 


Decern.  1941- 
28.10.1942 


February  43 
19.07.1944 


46  women  and  children  arrive  in  Palestine,  they  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Hotel  Polski  Affair 

A  group  of  Jews  was  permitted  to  leave  Poland  for  an  exchange,  on 
11.11.42  they  arrived  in  Vienna.  On  14.11.1942  A  train  carrying  the 
returning  Palestinians  arrived  at  the  Syrian  frontier.  On  reaching 
Palestine  on  16  November  the  party  was  taken  to  the  Athlit  camp 
where  they  were  questioned  by  the  Security  authorities,  and  (except 
two  cases)  released.  The  party  was  found,  however,  to  include  far 
fewer  Palestinians  than  had  been  expected:  of  the  total  of  137  people 
arrived,  only  78  were  Jews  10  men,  39  women,  29  children.  Those 
Jews  did  not  pass  the  camps,  but  were  taken  straight  from  Poland. 
Those  Jews  coming  from  different  places  in  Poland,  brought  to  the 
Jews  in  Palestine  and  to  the  whole  world  the  testimonies  from  first 
hand  about  the  extent  and  the  cruelty  of  the  extermination  of  the  Jews 
in  Poland. 

A  small  contingent  arrived  in  Palestine. 

222  Jewish  internees  from  Bergen  Belsen  arrived  at  Vienna  here  they 
were  joined  by  contingent  of  62  people  from  Vittel.  They  arrived  in 
Haifa  on  July  19,  1944. 


CHAPTER  IV 


How  many  and  how  much? 


How  many? 


Yitzhak  Zuckermn  (Antek): 

“In  such  a  way  they  took  people  out  of  their  hiding  place,  Jews  without  efforts 
thousands  Jews. .. .  In  such  a  way  perished  over  3000  Jews,  and  the  Nazi  authorities 
earned  millions  of  zlotys”1 


Dr.  Adolf-Abraham  Berman: 

“In  spite  of  the  fonner  tragic  experience,  thousands  of  Jews  fell  into  that  trap,  that  laid 
them  Gestapo.”2 

Abraham  Shulman: 

“The  fever  that  has  taken  hold  of  the  Jews  on  the  “Aryan  side”  prompted  over  5,000  of 
them  to  flock  to  the  hotel  Polski  between  May  and  July  of  1943.  There  must  have  been 
some  smidgen  of  hope  based  on  at  least  of  molecule  of  reality.  And  such  a  hope  or  at 
least  the  mirage  indeed  existed.”3 

We  already  learnt  that  to  Vittel  came  from  Poland  400  Jews  who  passed  the  Hotel 
Polski  or  the  Hotel  Royal;  out  of  them  62  were  sent  for  exchange  to  Palestine,  4 
escaped,  1  child  remained  in  the  hiding  in  the  camp,  about  15  reached  the  end,  that 
leaves  318,  who  found  their  death  in  Auschwitz. 

To  Bergen  Belsen  arrived  2,039  Polish  Jews  who  passed  the  Hotel  Polski,  out  them 
222  were  sent  to  Palestine,  and  49  evacuated,  that  leaves  1769  Jews  who  found  their 
death  in  Auschwitz;  out  of  400  Jews  who  arrived  at  Vittel  390  found  their  death  in 
Aushwitz.  Out  of  424  Jews  who  were  taken  from  Hotel  Polski  to  the  Pawiak  prison 
262  were  shot.  That  brings  us  to  the  total  toll  of  the  “Hotel  Polski  Affair”  of  2691 
Jews 

Besides: 

“From  the  very  beginning  that  the  Germans  divided  the  internees  into  groups  of 
citizens  of  countries  hostile  or  friendly  to  Germany.  All  those  who  possessed 
documents  of  countries  friendly  to  Nazi  Gennany,  such  as  Argentine  or  Chile  were  sent 
from  the  Pawiak  to  the  death  camp  in  Treblinka.  Among  those  were  the  Joint  director 
Neustadt  and  his  wife,  the  well-known  Yiddish  actress  Klara  Segalowicz,  and  the 
famous  lawyer  Akexander  Margolis.  They  had  all  had  Argentine  passports.  All 
calculations  and  strategies  were  misleading.  Only  citizens  of  hostile  countries  such  as 
Paraguay,  Peru  and  so  on,  who  had  declared  war  on  Germany,  remained  to  be 
exchanged  for  Germans,  while  those  of  neutral  or  friendly  countries  were  murdered.”4 

Let  us  assume  that  the  number  of  Jews  holding  documents  of  friendly  to  the  Germany 
South  American  countries  and  sent  from  Pawiak  straight  to  Treblinka  amounted  to  no 
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more  than  500  Jews.  All  that  brings  us  to  the  estimation  that  the  toll  of  “Hotel  Polski 
Affair”  in  human  lives  amounted  to  3200  victims.  Now  if  we  assume  that  the  number 
of  Jews  hiding  in  Warsaw  had  been  at  that  time  10,000,  less,  in  my  opinion,  than  the 
estimation  of  ZKN,  which  seems  to  me  greatly  exaggerated: 

“Even  more  difficult  to  establish  the  number  of  Jews  “illegal”  or  in  hiding.  Basing  on 
several  sources,  we  assume  that  in  the  cities  are  hiding  app.  25,000—30,000  Jews.  From 
that  in  Warsaw  -app.  15,000,  and  all  other  citied  app,  10,000-15,000.  In  forests  and 
villages  in  the  whole  country  no  more  than  10,000-15,000  Jews”5 

All  that  brings  us  to  the  estimation  that  “Hotel  Polski  Affair”  erased  in  one  fell  swoop 
30%  of  the  Warsaw  Jews  in  hiding. 

And  how  much  had  those  Jews  to  pay  to  the  hands  of  Gestapo  and  their  minions  for 

their  death: 


Estimation  of  the  Polish  underground: 

“That  affair  is  officially  promoted  because  of  die  great  material  advantages  for  the 
German  Police,  the  cost  of  official  "adaptation”  of  die  visas  to  die  persons  which  like 
to  avail  from  it  amounts  to  200,000-250,000  zlotys  per  persons.”6 


Bernard  Goldstein: 

“It  was  a  good  business  for  the  Gestapo.  Entire  families  put  their  faith  on  this  doubtful 
salvation.  They  readily  paid  tens  of  tiiousands  of  zlotys  for  a  single  passport.  I  know  a 
family  that  paid  75,000  zlotys.”7 

Vladka  Meed: 

“Wealthy  Jews  began  to  abandon  dieir  best  hideouts  and  children  were  being  retrieved 
from  churches  and  orphanages  so  as  to  be  ready  to  leave  for  France,  at  a  moment’s 
notice.  Anyone  who  could  get  his  name  placed  on  to  the  emigration  register  considered 
himself  as  good  as  saved.  Jews  sold  their  last  trinkets-rings,  gold  chains,  and  diamonds 
to  raise  the  money  needed  for  the  coveted  passports.”8 

Nathan  Eck: 

“The  price  demanded  from  Engineer  Soloveitcliik  was  300,000  zlotys,  because  he  was 
known  to  be  the  son  of  dr.  Soloveitchik,  the  renowned  surgeon,  who  was  reputed  to  be 
very  wealthy.  When  it  transpired  that  the  son  had  not  money  he  was  offered  a 
document  at  no  costs.) 

Not  only  document-bourse  was  housed  in  the  Hotel,  the  agent  of  the  Gestapo,  engaged 
m  this  traffic  in  “documents”  appointed  a  “public  committee”  stationed  inside  the  Hotel 
to  fix  the  prices  of  the  documents.  Wealthier  customers  were  sometimes  required  to 
pay  fantastic  prices.  Lower  prices  were  established  for  those  of  humbler  means,  while 
there  were  even  cases  of  documents  being  given  gratis.”9 


Ber  Baskind: 
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“A  short  while  later,  in  the  middle  of  August,  my  friend  Rosental  became  the  citizen  of 
some  South  American  country,  as  the  engineer  had  promised,  and  he  joined  our  group. 
For  this  favor  I  paid  the  engineer  100,000  zlotys,  which  at  that  time  equaled  $1,500. 
The  engineer  was  the  Gestapo  collaborator  Kenigel.”10 


Mieczyslawa  Tomkiewicz: 

“Adam  and  Lolek  were  two  almost  mythological  figures,  the  leaders  of  this  entire 
affair.  The  talk  about  Adam  was  that  he  wasn't  a  Jew  and  that  he  was  good.  As  for 
Lolek,  he  was  an  old  Gestapo  collaborator,  an  important  figure  in  this  enterprise,  a  go- 
between  linking  Jews  and  Germans.  They  took  enormous  sums  of  money  from  those 
who  wished  to  escape  by  obtaining  "promesas"  from  Chile,  Venezuela,  Paraguay,  Peru 
and  Honduras.  They  took  100,000,  200,000,  500,000  zlotys,  or  diamonds,  dollars,  gold. 
This  was  divided  among  Adam,  Lolek  and  their  entourage  of  Gestapo-  collaborators, 
kapos,  half-kapos  and  swindlers,  who  knew  how  to  catch  fish  in  muddy  waters.  Not  a 
small  part  of  the  money  fell  into  German  hands,  in  the  form  of  expensive  dinners, 
drinks,  gifts  and  the  like  for  officers  and  important  members  of  the  SS  and  the 
Gestapo”11 

Henryk  Zamoszewski: 

“A  large  number  of  promesas  and  parcels  arrived  addressed  to  the  Joint  director,  Daniel 
Guzik,"  who,  being  an  Argentine  citizen,  could  move  and  ride  freely.  Guzik  would  give 
those  documents  to  prominent  and  distinguished  Jews.  But  the  documents  had  first  to 

be  legalized  by  the  Gestapo  and  he  was  obliged  to  bribe  the  German  officials  and  the 

1 ") 

Jewish  Gestapo  collaborators.” 

David  Klin: 

“The  Jewish  collaborators  demanded  enonnous  amounts  of  money  in  return  for 
bestowing  on  people  the  privilege  of  setting  their  names  on  foreign  documents.  But  in 
order  to  demonstrate  their  "Jewish  heart”,  the  collaborators  arranged  that  the  rich  pay 
for  the  poor.”13 

Now  if  we  assume  that  only  1,500  Jews  that  is  only  50%  of  them  paid  for  the 
documents,  because  some  did  not  pay  at  all,  by  courtesy  of  the  Jewish  Gestapo  men 
and  Guzik,  and  assuming  that  for  the  legalized  document  one  had  to  pay  no  more  than 
50,000  zlotys,  that  would  make  up  75  million  zlotys.  However,  taking  into 
consideration  that  those  Jews  were  allowed  to  take  their  money  and  valuables  with 
them  to  the  camps,  that  sum  could  be  safely  doubled  to  reach  150  million  zlotys,  or 
taking  the  rate  of  100  zlotys  per  paper  dollar  into  a  sum  of  1,5  million  dollars,  which 
is  over  4  times  the  sum  that  both  ZKN  and  Bund  received  in  all  times  through  the 
Polish  underground  organizations  on  account  of  the  money  paid  to  them  by  the  Jewish 
organizations  abroad,  or  more  than  8  times  the  sum  that  R.P.Z.-that  is  the  Council  for 
the  Aid  for  the  Jews  paid  to  the  Jews  during  all  its  activity. 


CHAPTER  V 


Putting  twice  all  eggs  in  one  basket. 

Saving  the  “Aktyw”-  the  prominent  intellectuals,  scholars,  artists,  politicians, 
musicians,  underground  fighters  and  their  families  became  the  first  priority  of  the 
Jewish  underground  ZKN  and  Bund  alike: 

‘"Already  in  the  last  days  of  ghetto  a  public  committee,  -  comprising  of  Dr,  I.  Shipper, 

Dr.  E.  Ringelblum,  Lipa  Leizer  Bloch,  Menackem  Kirszenbaum,  Zisha  Friedman  and 
other  leading  personalities,  were  engaged  in  getting  documents  of  foreign  citizens. 
They  drew  up  a  list  of  notables,  sent  abroad  list  and  received  promesas”1 


Or: 


“We  have  no  doubt,  that  in  the  nearest  days  and  weeks  will  be  completed  the  murder  of 
all  remaining  concentrations  of  Jews,  in  the  camps  and  a  few  ghettos.  We  are  making 
now  desperate  efforts,  in  order  to  save  in  last  moment  from  the  camps  the  most 
valuable  individuals  of  our  social  and  cultural  elements,  those  are,  however,  very  costly 
and  difficult  enterprises. 


Besides  fighting  activity  we  concentrate  our  efforts  in  the  action  of  helping  Jews 
existing  still  in  the  camps,  and  hiding  in  the  Aryan  quarter.  We  do  all  in  our  power  to 
save  valuable  individuals  from  the  camp  and  a  certain  number  of  activists  and  scholars 
we  had  rescued” 


Or: 


“The  number  of  Jews  in  Ghettos  and  behind  them  does  not  reach  10%  of  the  pre-war 
state.  They  should  be  saved  by  the  way  of  exchange,  sending  of  foreign  citizens 
documents,  etc.  We  will  remain  here  further  till  the  end.  Prepare  for  several  persons, 
whose  names  I  will  present,  of  saving  them  in  the  last  moment.  Send  telegram  what  did 
you  do  in  that  matter,  and  what  do  you  intend  to  do.  Consult  Liebman.  ...” 

Or: 


“Send  immediately  the  names  and  details  for  foreign  documents,  photographs  are  also 
needed”4 

Or: 


”Janczyn  in  prison.  He  can  be  saved  only  by  neutral  citizenship.  Please  immediate  a 
document  on  the  name  of  Damsdergauer  bom  in  1891  in  Etienne.  Names  of  parents: 
Jean,  Madelaine  bom  Boetsche.  Send  directly  to  Polizei  Praesidium,  Warshau-Czacki 
14”5 


Or: 


“The  whole  affair  received  approval  of  the  Jewish  organizations-  of  representatives  of 
Bund  and  ZKN.  That  attitude  of  the  Jewish  organizations  created  possibilities  of 
rescuing  a  number  of  distinguished  Jewish  persons.”6 
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Or: 


“Antoni  we  saved  from  Lwow,  he  is  with  his  family  are  in  the  camp  for  foreign 
citizens  in  Bergen  near  Hanover,  Take  care  upon  them.”7 


Or: 


“Besides  fighting  activity  we  concentrate  our  efforts  in  the  action  of  helping  Jews 
existing  still  in  the  camps,  and  hiding  in  the  Aryan  quarter.  We  do  all  in  our  power  to 
save  valuable  individuals  from  the  camp  and  a  certain  number  of  activists  and  scholars 
we  had  rescued” 

We  shall  now  mention  a  few  names  of  the  “Aktyw”  who  perished  in  connection  with 
the  Hotel  Polski  Affair: 

Antoni  and  his  family,  Buksbaum  Natan  a  leader  of  the  Left  Poalei  Zion,  Czerski  a 
lawyer,  Eizenzweig  Guta  who  played  a  prominent  part  in  the  cultural  life  of  the 
Ghetto,  Dr.  Gedborski  -a  physician,  Geller  Eliezer  -from  Hehalutz  and  a  fighter  from 
the  Warsaw  ghetto,  Friedman  Shimon  the  Ghetto  fighter  and  his  wife,  Dr.  Gedborski, 
Geller  Eliezer-the  ghetto  fighter,  Grzybowski  from  Hashomer  Hatzair-the  ghetto 
Hghter,  Guzik's  wife  and  daughter,  Kalikstein  -  the  Jewish  ghetto  fighter  with  wife 
and  son,  JCanal  Israel-fighter  from  the  Warsaw  ghetto,  Katzenelson  Yitzhak  the 
famous  poet  and  his  son  Zvi,  Kirszenbaum  -Zionist  leader  his  wife  and  daughter, 
Kohn  i.  elicja  -the  daughter  of  Prof.  Schorr  and  her  four  children,  Leszczynska  Galka- 
the  daughter  of  a  well  known  labor  activist,  Lopata,  Lustemik  Malkiel  the  young 
Hebrew  poet,  Margolis  Aiexander  a  famous  lawyer,  Miller  Artur  the  well-known 
writer,  Minzberg  Yekhiel  from  PPR,  Neustadt  the  director  of  the  American  Joint 
Distribution  Committee  (Joint)  and  his  wife,  Orzech  the  brother  of  Bund' s  leader, 
Perle  Joshua  the  Jewish  writer  and  his  son  -a  member  of  PPR  -communist  party, 
Plonski  Jurek-the  young  Z.Z.W.  fighter,  Rabinowitch  -Bund  activist,  Segalowicz 
IClara  -Yiddish  actress,  Schipper  Hella,  Schorr  Tamara  -the  wife  of  Professor  Moses 
Schorr,  Schpichler  Laibel  a  member  of  the  underground  Zukunft  and  hid  family  Dr. 
Veintel,  Dr.  Yellen,  a  group  of  Revisionist  fighters,  a  group  of  ZOB  fighters  and 
many  others. 

Adolf  Berman: 

“hi  such  a  way  fell  into  the  hands  of  Gestapo,  dear  persons  like  the  poet  Yitzhak 
Katzenelson,  the  writer  Joshua  Perle,  the  political  activists  Buksbaum,  a  series  of  Joint 
activists  and  a  great  number  of  Jewish  intelligentsia.”9 

Yitzhak  Zuckerman,  as  quoted  by  Abraham  Shulman: 

“According  to  Antek  (Zukerman),  not  only  wealthy  Jews  who  were  able  to  buy  foreign 
documents  for  fantastic  amounts  of  money  came  to  the  Hotel,  but  also  groups  of  ghetto 
fighters,  some  of  them  directly  from  the  sewers  and  bumt-out  houses.”10 

Besides  “saving”  the  “Aktyw”  by  sending  them  to  the  camps  of  Vittel  and  Bergen 
Belsen,  there  was  another  way  of  “saving”  the  “Aktyw”  like  putting  all  of  them  into 
one  bunker  on  the  “Aryan”  side,  and  so  writes  Adolf  Berman: 
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“On  March  7,  1944  the  Gestapo  revealed  underground  bunker  on  Grojecka  Street  31. 

The  bunker  was  disclosed  because  of  denouncement.  In  that  bunker  hid  himself,  one  of 
the  chief  leaders  of  ZKN  and  of  “Poalej  Zion  Leff’-the  known  historian,  the  organizer 
and  manager  of  the  ghetto,  the  social  activist  and  the  unblemished  fighter-Dr.  Emanuel 
Ringelblmn.  In  the  shelter  found  themselves  also  his  wife  Jadzia,  his  12  years  old  son 
Uri  and  35  other  Jews  majority  of  the  circle  of  intelligentsia.  Gestapo  knew  who  is  Dr. 
Ringelblmn.  They  took  them  to  Gestapo  building  on  Alley  Shucha  and  there  tortured 
Ringelblmn  terribly.  They  demanded  from  him  to  reveal  the  center  and  the  leaders  of 
the  Jewish  underground.  Dr.  Ringelblmn  behaved  like  a  hero  and  kept  silence  till  the 
end  and  denounced  nobody.  After  a  few  days  Gestapo  put  to  death  him  and  all  the 
Jews  who  were  with  him.  The  execution  took  place  in  the  ruins  of  ghetto.”11 

We  also  know  that  that  bunker  was  prepared  by  communal  money,  meaning  ZKN  money: 

“from  a  temporary  hide-out  (Yitzhak  Katzenelson)  was  moved  over  to  a  special  bunker, 
that  had  been  prepared  out  of  communal  funds  beneath  a  hothouse  belonging  to  a 
Polish  gardener,  Mieczyslaw  Wolski  in  Grojecka  Street.”12 

Batia  Temkin  Berman,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Berman,  tries  to  embellish  the  facts  by 
claiming  that  Dr.  Ringelblum,  alias  “Pan  Rozewski”  was  offered  first  another 
“apartment  in  the  village  Izeblin,  but  found  the  apartment  not  suitable  because  being 
in  remote  place  and  with  bad  transport....  and  without  waiting  till  we  find  for  him 
more  suitable  apartment,  he  agreed  to  go  into  subterraneous  bunker,  on  Grojecka  81, 
where  already  lived  30  Jews  (also  his  wife  and  son),  majority  wealthy  people,  that 
invested  great  means  in  their  apartment,  which  we  did  not  like  very  much.”13 

In  spite  to  Batia  Temkin  Berman  assertion,  I  will  stick  to  the  version  that  the  bunker 
was  prepared  by  “communal  money”,  and  that  the  majority  were  -the  “intelligentsia”, 
meaning  the  “Aktyw”.  In  my  opinion  placing  37  people,  intelligentsia  or  not 
intelligentsia  in  one  hiding  place,  was  the  most  irresponsible  act.  I  am  drawing 
parallel  to  my  family  case.  My  father  of  blessed  memory,  had  no  illusion  about  our 
getting  along  with  the  Nazi  regime,  and  told  us  that  if  we  have  any  chance  to  survive 
we  have  to  split,  each  on  its  own,  so  that  one  will  not  endanger  the  other.  And  so  we 
did,  and  out  of  five,  my  father,  my  stepmother,  my  two  sisters,  and  me  “only”  my 
stepmother  was  denounced,  and  murdered,  still  the  four  of  us  survived.  I  will  quote 
here  also  Mordechaj  Ben  Zwi  from  his  book: 

“One  of  the  great  obstacles,  that  stood  before  us  in  our  mission  of  saving  the  Jews,  had 
to  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  families  did  not  want  to  separate  themselves,  and  so 
perished  people  who  had  every  chance  to  save  themselves,  due  to  their  "good” 
appearance,  impeccable  Polish  language,  and  the  suitable  manners  to  be  assimilated  by 
the  Polish  society.  But  they  did  not  want  to  leave,  their  dearest  and  nearest,  and  so  they 
perished  together,  young  men  and  women,  and  especially  the  last  ones  who  had  the 
greatest  chances  to  save  themselves.”14 

I  have  read  a  testimony  of  a  case  of  give  away  of  a  Jewish  couple  being  hidden  by  a 
Pole,  because  he  started  to  buy  every  day  one  liter  milk  more,  but  here  we  are 
speaking  not  about  buying  one  liter  milk  more,  or  probably  one  loaf  bread  more  per 
week,  but  of  logistic  problems  of  supplying  37  people  with  food  every  day  and  of 
disposing  their  excrements  from  subterraneous  bunker  in  the  middle  of  the  city,  how 
could  it  go  on  indiscernible.  And  finally  I  have  seen  the  picture  of  Uri  the  twelve 
years  old  son  of  Ringelblum;  he  did  not  look  like  one  “sheigetz”,  but  like  ten 
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“shkutzes”  together.  Why  had  he  to  sit  in  the  subterranean  bunker  instead  of  selling 
cigarettes  on  the  Three  Crosses  Square? 

With  all  my  due  respect  to  the  Jewish  underground  in  Warsaw,  I  think  that  they  had  very 
little  awareness  how  to  save  Jews  on  the  Aryan  side.  Instead  of  arranging  “komplety”2,  and 
universities  in  the  ghetto,  they  could  organize  courses  in  catechism,  they  could  arrange  plastic 
and  epidermis  operations,  for  the  youth,  and  to  teach  them  how  to  survive  on  the  “Aryan”  side 
and  withstand  the  pressure  of  Nazi  investigation  and  the  encounter  with  “szmalcowniks”,  and 
how  to  prepare  the  girls  to  register  themselves  for  labor  in  Germany?  It  is  true  that  only  few 
could  qualify  themselves  as  a  “goyim”-  gentiles,  but  some  could.  In  my  possession 
testimonies  of  Jews  who  saved  themselves  not  only  through  surgery,  but  also  by  sewing 
themselves  or  even  gluing  the  epidermis.  But  all  those  small  tricks,  which  could  save  their 
lives,  were  the  outcome  of  their  own  inventiveness  and  ingenuity,  but  never,  never,  the 
outcome  of  instructions  of  Jewish  organizations.  Why  R.P.Z.  with  it  limited  scope  and 
limited  budget  could,  but  Z.K.N.  still  in  the  Ghetto  could  not  fabricate  false  document?  Why 
Jewish  organizations  which  published  tens  of  illegal  newspapers  in  tens  of  illegal  printing 
houses,  could  not  even  in  one  of  them  specialize  in  preparing  false  documents?  What 
happened  actually  was  that  when  they  finally  made  that  grave  step,  and  found  themselves  on 
the  Aryan  side,  the  Jews  from  the  Warsaw  Ghetto,  or  any  other  Ghettos  had  no  chance  to 
survive,  it  was  enough  for  a  Pole,  to  throw  one  glance,  and  to  ask  one  question,  to  make  the 
Jew,  even  “the  best  looking  Jew”  to  lose  immediately  self-control. 

During  the  trial  of  Michal  Weichert,  accused  of  collaboration  with  the  Nazis,  the 
following  confrontation  took  place  between  the  accused  and  Adolf  Berman  testifying 
on  behalf  of  the  prosecution: 

“Accused:  We  had  in  Warsaw  half  a  million  Jews,  among  them  a  great  “Aktyw”  of 
distinguished  activists,  poets,  writers,  musicians,  artists,  painters  etc.  Who  from  them 
was  saved  due  to  the  help  of  Coordinating  Committee  or  R.P.Z. ? 

Berman:  taking  into  consideration  that  the  Germans  murdered  98.5%  of  the  Jewish 
population,  including  the  whole  Jewish  “Aktyw”  not  many  could  be  saved.  But  due  the 
Coordinating  Committee  were  saved  Rachel  Auerbach  and  besides  the  journalist 
Elberg 

The  accused:  “I  insist  that  Elberg  was  not  in  Warsaw.”15 

Dr.  Adolf  Berman  the  leader  of  Z.K.N.  of  Coordinating  Committee,  and  of  R.P.Z., 
who  used  to  brag  of  assisting  thousands  of  Jews  hiding  themselves  on  the  Aryan  side 
in  Warsaw  could  name  only  one  person  of  the  Warsaw  “Aktyw”,  supposedly,  saved 
by  the  Jewish  underground  organizations. 


a  “Komplety” -clandestine  study  groups 


CHAPTER  VI 


What  prompted  the  Jews  to  put  their  faith  in  the  enterprise? 


The  terror  of  their  daily  existence  in  the  hostile  environment  on  the  “Aryan”  side.  The 
lasting  regime  of  the  German  searching  in  the  streets  and  the  apartments.  The  reprisals 
and  death  penalty  to  the  Christians  harboring  Jews.  The  unbearable  and  unending 
mental  stress  of  a  man  done  to  death  and  awaiting  its  execution.  The  fear  of  being 
discovered  every  moment,  by  any  inadvertent  step  or  word. 

The  experience  of  being  even  once  caught,  by  “szmalzownik”,  and  the  exigency  to 
pay  oneself  out,  not  once  but  many  times. 

The  constant  run  after  a  place  to  stay,  and  the  barrage  of  inquisitorial  questioning  of 
each  new  landlord. 

And  on  the  other  hand  the  air  of  liberty  and  immunity  in  the  Hotel  Polski,  the  only 
place  where  Jews  could  live  legally  under  the  eyes  of  the  Gestapo;  the  growing 
confidence  after  the  first  encouraging  letters  from  Vittel  and  Bergen  Belsen  started  to 
arrive  from  the  first  evacuees,  and  the  knowledge  that  the  Jewish  Gestapo-  man 
registered  their  own  families  for  departure  to  the  camps. 

Besides  they  were  Jews  who  had  nothing  to  loose,  with  no  place  to  hide  with  no 
means  to  live,  with  no  support  or  acquaintances,  those  who  escaped  the  flames  of 
Ghetto,  or  jumped  from  the  trains  to  Treblinka,  besides  the  few  out  of  those  who 
escaped  into  forests,  and  after  being  butchered  by  the  Polish  underground  succeeded 
to  return  to  Warsaw.  For  them  Hotel  Polski  became  the  last  refuge  and  the  only 
asylum. 

The  fact  that  Guzik  the  chairman  of  American  Jewish  Joint  Distribution  Committee  is 
sitting  in  the  Hotel  Polski,  orchestrating  over  the  whole  undertaking,  and  had 
registered  his  own  family  for  departure  to  the  camps,  served  more  that  anything  else 
to  convince  the  Jews  in  the  validity  and  credibility  of  the  enterprise  to  make  them 
abandon  their  best  hideouts,  to  retrieve  their  children  from  churches  and  orphanages. 

And  finally  there  was  no  Jewish  authority  to  deter  them  or  instruct  them  or  warn  them 
against  that  step. 


CHAPTER  VII 


Daniel  David  Guzik. 


Once  more  about  the  spiritual  leader  of  the  enterprise: 

1.  From:  Guzik,  Warsaw,  Warsaw  26.6.43,  to  Goldin-  Continental,  Constantinople, 
Rec.  (in  London)  24.  7.  43: 

“As  the  former  manager  of  Joint,  I  take  care  of  American  citizens  and  Palestinian 
certificates.  The  matter  of  certificates  very  urgent.  Please  send  great  amount  of  blank 
certificates.  My  address:  Guzik,  Warszawa  -Hotel  Polski,  Dhiga  Street  9”1 

2.  From  Barlas,  Istanbul  Opera  Palace  ASPE.  Urgent,  London,  17.8.1943,  to 
To  Guzik—Hotel  Polski,  Dluga  29  Street  Warsaw,  rec.  (Ill),  26.8.1943 

“Your  telegram  was  handed  to  me.  I  am  ready  to  present  an  indispensable  number  of 
certificates.  Please  wire  the  amount—especially  children,  and  details  concerning  our 
friends,  with  an  aim  of  providing  personal  certificates.  Wire  in  what  other  way  I  can 
help  you?”2 

3.  Bernard  Goldstein  p.  203: 

“The  Joint  Distribution  Committee  contributed  financially  to  obtain  passports  for  a 
number  of  organizational  leaders.  The  Joint  director  David  Guzik  sat  in  the  Hotel 
Polski  helping  people  to  their  search  for  foreign  papers.  Guzik  himself  believed  so 
strongly  in  the  whole  plan  that  he  obtained  passport  for  his  own  wife,  children,  and  a 
brother.”3 


4.  Yitzhak  Zuckerman  (Antek): 

“Guzik  then  told  me  “Oib  ich  well  wissen  as  ich  wel  ratewen  ein  Yid,  well  ich  kishen 
Lolek  Skosowski 's  und  Adam  Zurawin 's  tuches  ”  -If  only  I  will  knew  that  I  am  rescuing 
even  one  Jew  I  will  kiss  Lolek  Skosowski' s  and  Adam  Zurawin' s  ass”4 

5.  Introduction  to  the  book  of  Yitzhak  Katzenelson,  Vittel  Diary: 

“  hi  April  1943,  his  friends  in  the  Hehalutz  movement  decided  that  he  must  move  into 
the  Aryan  part  of  Warsaw  where  they  had  prepared  a  shelter  at  118  Marshalkowska 
Street . 

Shmuel  Sheinberg,  had  an  access  to  the  Toebens  Factory  and  so  transported  him  and 
his  son  Zvi,  and  several  other  Jews,  through  the  Aryan  streets  of  the  town  to  the 
Toebbens  factory  in  Prosta  Street,  a  small  enclave  of  Jewish  residents  within  the  Polish 
quarter.  From  here  it  was  easier  to  slip  into  the  Aryan  districts  than  was  possible  from 
Toebbens  Schultz  factory  in  Nowolipki  Leshno.  A  friend  had  prepared  temporary 
hideout  for  them  in  the  home  of,  Polish  concierge.  From  here  he  moved  over  to  a 
special  bunker,  that  had  been  prepared  out  of  communal  funds,  deep  down  beneath  a 
hothouse  belonging  to  a  Polish  gardner,  Mieczyslaw  Wolski  in  Grojecka  Street . 
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Daniel  Guzik  informed  him  that  there  was  a  possibility  that  he  would  get  papers 

certifying  his  foreign  nationality . Katznelson  and  Zvi  received  Honduras  passports 

in  the  middle  of  May  and  were  sent  to  Vittel."5 

6.  Abraham  Shulman,  p.  159: 

“In  my  interview  with  him  shortly  before  his  death  in  the  summer  of  1981,  "Antek" 
Zuckerman,  the  leader  of  the  Jewish  Fighting:  Organization  (ZOB),  spoke  in  the 
harshest  terms  about  the  Jewish  collaborators.  However,  he  quoted  the  words  of  Daniel 
Guzik,  who,  though  working  with  the  collaborators  by  lending  his  name  to  the  Hotel 
Polski  project,  was  a  loyal  member  of  the  underground.  "We  should  be  grateful  to  [the 
collaborators],"  Guzik  had  said,  'even  if  they  had  helped  save  only  one  single  Jewish 
life.'”6 

7.  Adolf  Berman: 

“After  the  second  “Akzia”  in  January  1943,  Kirszenbojm  moved  with  his  family  to  the 
Aryan  side,  with  the  assistance  of  the  chairman  of  Joint,  Daniel  Guzik  he  received 
documents  of  foreign  citizen,  and  planned  to  go  with  a  transport  to  the  camp  of  Vittel 
in  France.  When  he  was  already  with  his  family  in  the  train  station,  came  special 
messengers  of  Gestapo  and  took  him  to  the  prison  in  Pawiak,  after  a  few  days  he  and 
his  family  his  wife  and  daughter  had  been  shot.”7 

8.  Adolf  Berman: 

“At  that  time  came  into  open  the  contention  between  the  majority  in  the  presidium  of 
ZKN  and  Daniel  Guzik,  the  chairman  of  Joint  who  in  his  naivety  gave  his  support  to 
that  affair.  He,  indeed,  did  not  advise  the  Jews  to  go,  but  also  did  not  tell  them  not  to 
go,  and  to  those  who  decided  to  go  (especially  the  notables,  writers,  scientists  and  so 
on),  he  extended  financial  assistance  for  the  purchase  of  the  passports,  or  was  making 
them  that  favor  for  free.  Other  members  of  the  presidium  expressed  negative  opinion 
towards  that  action,  and  especially  opposed  the  contact  with  the  Jewish  Gestapo  men, 
but  Guzik  was  responding  that  for  the  chance  of  saving  the  Jews  he  “was  ready  to  come 
into  a  contact  with  the  devil  liimself  ’  hi  such  a  way  fell  into  the  hands  of  Gestapo,  dear 
persons  like  the  poet  Yitzhak  Katzenelson,  the  writer  Joshua  Perle,  the  political 
activists  Buksbaum,  a  series  of  Joint  activists  and  a  great  number  of  Jewish 
intelligentsia.  Also  the  remnants  of  his  family,  Guzik  sent  to  Vittel.”8 

9.  Vladka  Meed,  p.  220,  222: 

“The  fact  that  David  Guzik,  who  had  been  an  executive  with  the  Polish  branch  of  the 
American  Jewish  Joint  Distribution  Committee  before  the  war,  had  taken  part  in  the 
feverish  emigration  "undertaking,"  served  more  than  anything  else  to  raise  the  hopes  of 
the  Jews... 

Guzik  commanded  the  respect  and  trust  of  the  Jewish  community.  His  word  was 
decisive;  after  all,  he  had  sent  his  own  family  abroad!  If  he  had  such  confidence  in  this 
process  it  had  to  be  reliable.”9 
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Ber  Baskind: 

“At  that  time  David  Guzik  was  the  only  man  on  whose  support  the  hidden  Jews  could 
depend.  During  his  visits  to  the  city  he  distributed  subsidies  to  all  of  them;  he  examined 
their  situations  and  searched,  together  with  them,  for  possible  solutions.”10 


Adolf  Berman: 

“After  the  second  action,  on  January  1943,  Kirsznbaum  moved  with  his  family  to  the 
Aryan  side.  By  assistance  of  Guzik  he  received  documents  of  the  foreign  citizen. ... 5,1 1 


CHAPTER  VIII 


“The  Hotel  Polski  Affair”-  reassessment. 


The  lame  prevarications  of  the  two  leaders  of  Z.K.N.  —Abraham  Adolf  Berman 
(Borowski),  and  Yitzhak  Zuckerman  (Antek),  -  the  last  also  the  chief  in  command  of 
Z.O.B.  after  the  Warsaw  Ghetto  uprising—  to  funk  the  responsibility  of  the  Hotel 
Polski  Affair,  and  to  put  only  a  partial  blame  on  the  third  (deceased)  member  of  the 
presidium— Daniel  Guzik  seems  pathetic.  If  for  the  vast  majority  of  Jews  their 
complicity  could  be  at  variance,  not  so  for  the  “Aktyw”  and  the  remnants  of  the 
Jewish  ghetto  fighters.  Could  one  assume  in  his  wildest  dreams  that  those  Jews,  and 
also  the  others,  would  go  to  Hotel  Polski  without  encouragement  of  the  leaders  of 
Z.IC.N.  and  Bund? 

And  if  one  of  them,  -  Zuckerman,  -  is  taking  feebly  the  responsibility  on  himself,  it  is 
not  out  of  compunction,  for  the  very  fact  of  dealing  with  the  Nazi-Gestapo  arch  devil, 
—an  act  so  professedly  and  uncompromisingly  taunted  by  him  when  it  concerned  the 
others  like  Judenrat  and  JUS,  —but  because  of  the  botched  results:  “Hella  Schipper 

Rufeisen  asked  me  in  1944 . 1  could  not  give  any  answer,  because  at  that  time  I  did 

not  know  anything...  I  do  not  put  to  my  credit  the  fact,  that  during  a  certain  time,  I 

was  prevented  to  understand  the  trap .  for  a  moment  I  even  thought  of  sending 

Ciwja  (-Zuckerman  s  wife-)  to  Hotel  Polski....  We  were  ready  at  that  time  to  do 
anything  in  our  power  for  that  purpose  (of  rescuing  the  Jews)”1  Rescuing  the  Jews 
was  the  name  of  the  game,  rescuing  at  any  price,  or  quoting  Guzik  by  Zuckerman: 

“He  (Guzik)  then  told  me  'oib  ich  well  wissen  as  ich  wel  ratewen  ein  Yid,  well  ich 
kishen  Lolek  Skosowski  's  and  Adam  Zurawin 's  tuches  ”  -If  only  I  knew  that  I  am 
rescuing  even  one  Jew  I  would  kiss  Lolek  Skosowski' s  and  Adam  Zurawin' s  ass”2 

Or  quoting  Berman: 

“..Guzik  was  responding  that  for  the  chance  of  saving  the  Jews  he  'was  ready  to 
come  into  a  contact  with  the  devil  himself'  In  such  a  way  fell  into  the  hands  of 

Gestapo,  dear  persons  like  the  poet  Yitzhak  Katzenelson,  the  writer  Joshua  Perle,  the 
political  activists  Buksbaum,  a  series  of  Joint  activists  and  a  great  number  of  Jewish 
intelligentsia.  Also  the  remnants  of  his  family,  Guzik  sent  to  Vittel.”3 

But  was  it  Guzik  himself  who  was  encouraging  that  ploy?  and  why  all  the  blame  had 
to  be  pinned  on  him,  we  shall  try  to  examine  that  question. 

“Z.K.N.  founded  presidium  for  managing  the  matters  (consisting  of)  Dr.  A  Berman, 
Yitzhak  Zuckerman  and  Daniel  Guzik”4 

And: 

“The  activity  of  assistance  of  Z.K.N.  proceeded  in  three  channels.  Each  of  the  three 
members  of  the  presidium  had  a  crew  of  assistance  and  liaison  officers,  both  Jewish 
and  Polish,  which  maintained  contact  with  the  hiding  Jews  and  was  arranging  for  them 
their  matters.  At  the  head  of  the  third  cell  stood  Daniel  Guzik,  that  to  him  also  as  the 
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chairman  of  Joint  and  a  popular  activists  were  appealing  many  Jews  in  need  for 
assistance”5 

There  had  been,  according  to  Berman,  differences  of  opinions,  among  the  members  of 
the  presidium  of  Z.K.N  with  regard  to  the  “Hotel  Polski  Affair”: 

“At  that  time  came  into  open  the  contention  between  the  majority  in  the  presidium  of 
ZKN  and  Daniel  Guzik,  the  chairman  of  Joint  who  in  his  naivety  gave  his  support  to 
that  affair.  He,  indeed,  did  not  advise  the  Jews  to  go,  but  also  did  not  tell  them  not  to 
go,  and  to  those  who  decided  to  go  (especially  the  notables,  writers,  scientists  and  so 
on),  he  extended  financial  assistance  for  the  purchase  of  the  passports,  or  was  making 
them  that  favor  for  free.  Other  members  of  the  presidium  expressed  negative  opinion 
towards  that  action,  and  especially  opposed  the  contact  with  the  Jewish  Gestapo  men, 
but  Guzik  was  responding  that  for  the  chance  of  saving  the  Jews  he  'was  ready  to  come 
mto  a  contact  with  the  devil  himself'.  In  such  a  way  fell  into  the  hands  of  Gestapo, 
dear  persons  like  the  poet  Yitzhak  Katzenelson,  the  writer  Joshua  Perle,  the  political 
activists  Buksbaum,  a  series  of  Joint  activists  and  a  great  number  of  Jewish 
intelligentsia.  Also  the  remnants  of  his  family,  Guzik  sent  to  Vittel.”6 

Even  if  there  was  a  contention,  —because  with  the  death  of  Guzik,  immediately 
after  the  war  in  an  airplane  accident,  we  cannot  disprove  it,  —  a  question  arises  was 
Guzik  free  to  take  all  steps  contrary  to  the  decision  of  the  other  two  members  of 
the  presidium?  A  testimony  of  Joseph  Gitler  Barski  a  member  of  Z.O.B.  and  may 
throw  some  light  on  some  of  the  questions: 

“In  the  first  half  of  1943  started  to  arrive  individual  documents  drawn  by  the  consulates 
of  the  South-and  Middle  American  states  in  the  Switzerland,  to  the  German  offices  in 
Poland.  The  majority,  however,  of  the  addressees  of  those  documents  shared,  in  the 
meantime,  the  lot,  of  the  mass  of  the  Jewish  population  deported  to  the  death  camps. 

In  such  a  situation  started  the  initiative  of  using  those  documents  for  other  persons, 
hiding  themselves  in  the  meantime  on  the  so-called  Aryan  side,  or  those,  who  just 
escaped  from  the  burning  ghetto.  In  extraction  of  those  documents  from  the  German 
offices  pandered  some  Lolek  Skosowski,  known  from  his  contacts  with  the  Nazis. 

That  very  Skosowski  was  buying  from  the  German  offices  the  documents  of 
the  citizenship  or  “ promesas ”,  which  were  coming  for  the  already  absent 
Jews  and  was  selling  them  to  the  representative  of  Zydowski  Komitet 
Pomocy-RPZ.  That  in  turn  furnished  with  them  (in  principle  against 
payment)  to  the  persons  finding  themselves  most  often  together  with  their 
family  in  the  rallying  point  for  the  foreign  Jews,  which  at  that  time  was 
Hotel  Polski  in  Warsaw  on  Dluga  Street.  The  complementing  of  the  groups  of 
Jews  destined  “for  exchange”  took  place  in  that  hotel  till  the  end  of  June  1943,  with 
that  that  some  number  of  Jews  was  arriving  to  the  Hotel  Polski  from  the  hiding  places 
still  until  the  end  of  July. 

After  the  January  action-the  first  armed  action  in  the  Warsaw  Ghetto-  I  decided,  in 
agreement  with  my  comrades  from  the  Jewish  underground,  to  pass  over  to  the 
"Aryan"  side.  I  didn't  know  whether  I  would  succeed.  For  the  time  being,  we  began  to 
construct  a  shelter  in  the  basement  of  our  house,  44  Muranowska  Street.  Our  most 
urgent  need  was  to  establish  contact  with  Adolf. 
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Dr.  Adolf  Berman  -see  Note  a'  in  Ch.  I  of  this  book,  he  was  also  representative  of  Z.K.N.on  the 
"Aryan"  side, 
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I  availed  myself  for  that  purpose  of  the  telephone  left  in  the  empty  office  of  Centos  on 
56  Zamenhof  St.  After  several  attempts,  we  managed  to  make  a  connection  with  Adolf. 

1  was  given,  in  a  code,  an  address  in  Praga  where  I  might  place  my  wife,  Celina,  and 
our  little  girl.  The  landlady  was  afraid  to  accept  a  man.  I  was,  however,  assured  that 
they  would  arrange  a  room  for  me  as  well.  And  indeed,  in  our  next  telephone 
conversation,  I  was  told  to  come  to  the  same  address.  Using  the  same  method  Celina 
had  used  ten  days  earlier  I  joined  a  group,  which  was  leaving  the  ghetto  for  the  Ostbahn 
working  group,  on  the  eleventh  of  February  1943.  As  soon  as  I  got  away  from  the 
group,  a  man  who  was  walking  with  two  Volksdeutsche  stopped  me  on  the  street.  They 
took  me  to  the  nearest  gate  and  demanded  a  high  ransom.  After  long  bargaining,  the 
criminals  robbed  me  of  everything  I  had,  including  a  briefcase  with  all  my  personal 
belongings  and  left  me  alone. 

Mrs.  Helena  Szabtowska,  the  landlady  of  my  hiding  place,  awaited  me  in  the  apartment 
m  which  Celina  and  the  child  were  hiding.  She  took  me  right  away  to  her  apartment  on 

2  Grajewska  Street  in  Praga.  I  stayed  there  without  the  knowledge  of  the  owner's 
neighbors  and  acquaintances.  When  there  was  a  visitor,  I  locked  myself  into  the  last 
room,  and  some  time  later,  in  specially  camouflaged  hideout  in  the  foyer. 

hi  the  second  half  of  March,  Celina  and  the  child  had  to  leave  their  rooms,  and  they 
came  to  me.  Conditions  worsened,  particularly  after  our  landlady  took  in  two  young 
Jewish  women  who  had  escaped  during  the  deportation  of  their  small  town  in  the 
Warsaw  district.  The  situation  became  still  more  dangerous  when  I  had  to  make  room 
for  my  brother-in-law  with  his  daughter  who  had  to  run  away  at  the  last  moment  from 
the  burning  ghetto. 

The  gathering  of  so  many  people  in  one  apartment  could  not  remain  a  secret  for  long. 
Only  one  week  after  my  brother-in-law  arrival,  two  Gestapo  agents  came  to  search  the 
apartment.  At  the  sound  of  the  bell,  we  all  locked  ourselves  in  a  small  closet,  which 
separated  us  from  the  foyer  by  a  thin  wall,  and  in  front  of  which  was  a  long  clothing 
rack.  We  could  hear  the  agents  making  threats.  They  searched  the  apartment 
thoroughly,  but  couldn't  find  our  hiding  place.  After  more  threats  and  curses,  they  left 
promising  to  return  soon.  In  spite  of  this,  and  the  fact  that  our  landlady  was  summoned 
several  times  to  the  house  administration  on  suspicion  of  harboring  Jews,  she  allowed 
us  to  stay.  The  reason  was  simple  -  all  our  attempts  to  find  another  apartment  had  been 
unsuccessful.  But  we  lost  the  relative  peace  we  had  enjoyed  during  the  first  three 
months  of  our  stay  on  Grajewska  St.  We  arranged  a  nightly  watch  at  the  window  to  see 
if  someone  wasn’t  coming  for  us.  We  were  prepared  for  the  worst. 

This  state  of  anxiety  lasted  until  July  7,  when  our  landlady  was  once  again  summoned 
to  the  house  administrator,  who  told  her  that  he  had  received  a  copy  of  an  anonymous 
report  to  the  Gestapo,  which  charged  that  "Pani  Szabtowska  was  hiding  Jews".  In 
addition,  it  contained  a  description  of  our  closet  in  which  we  hid  ourselves  when 
someone  came  to  the  apartment.  We  considered  all  this  and  concluded  that  we  must 
leave  the  apartment  immediately . 

For  me,  to  leave  the  apartment  meant  certain  death.  We  had  literally  nowhere  to  go. 
The  streets  were  full  of  blackmailers.  We  had  no  money.  I  didn't  know  any 
address,  neither  Adolf  nor  anyone  else  from  the  underground.  I  had  once 
arranged  with  Adolf  that  in  case  of  such  an  emergency,  we  would  go  to  the  Hotel 
Polski  and  communicate  with  David  Guzik  about  further  help.  I  had  known  for 
some  time  about  Guzik’ s  presence  in  the  Hotel  Polski.  Adolf,  who  visited  us 
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several  times  on  Grajewska  St.,  had  told  us  that  Jews  in  possession  of  citizenship 
papers  of  neutral  countries  were  concentrated  in  the  Hotel  Royal  on  Chmielna  St. 
for  "exchange  purposes."  Together  with  Adolf  we  thought  that  these  people's  lives 
were  exposed  to  danger.  It  was  incomprehensible  that  the  Nazis,  after  their 
terrible  liquidation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  ghetto,  would  allow  witnesses  of  their 
horrible  crimes  to  go  abroad. 

When  the  Hotel  Polski,  in  turn,  became  the  gathering  point  of  those  who  qualified 
for  exchange,  David  Guzik,  himself  in  possession  of  Argentine  documents, 
remained  in  that  hotel,  maintaining  contacts  both  with  the  Jews  hiding  on 
the' Aryan  side'  and  with  the  representatives  of  the  underground.  I  therefore  took 
a  chance  that  fatal  day  when  we  found  ourselves  in  a  hopeless  situation,  and  sent 
first  my  wife  and  daughter  to  the  Hotel,  and  then  followed  them . 

I  walked  the  entire  distance  from  Praga  to  Dluga  St.  on  foot,  because  riding  the  tram 
would  expose  me  to  blackmail.  It  was  a  sunny  morning.  The  appearance  on  the  street  of 
a  man  with  such  Semitic  features  must  have  drawn  people's  attention.  Everyone  turned 
to  look  at  me,  but  no  one  stopped  me. 

I  arrived  at  the  hotel  without  any  misadventure.  Guzik  was  there.  I  asked  him  to  find 
us  a  new  place  and  also  to  get  me  in  touch  with  Adolf. 

However,  it  appeared  that  according  to  Guzik's  information,  there  wasn't  the  slightest 
chance  of  hiding  anywhere.  The  Germans  had  put  up  posters  threatening  with 
collective  responsibility  the  inhabitants  of  the  entire  house  containing  an  apartment  in 
which  a  refugee  from  the  ghetto  was  found  hidden  by  a  tenant.  As  a  result,  more  and 
more  people  were  losing  their  hideouts,  and  it  was  impossible  to  find  a  new  one.  We 
had  no  choice  but  to  legalize  our  presence  in  the  Hotel.  Guzik  did  this  by  registering  us 
on  the  so-called  exchange  with  Palestine. 

That  evening  there  was  a  rumor  that  the  next  day  everyone  would  be  sent  to  a  camp  in 
Germany.  There  was  a  state  of  great  anxiety,  particularly  among  those  people  who  had 
no  documents  of  foreign  countries  and  who  were  in  the  hotel  illegally.  People  had  the 
most  sinister  premonitions.  There  could  be  no  thought  of  leaving  because  the  danger  on 
the  streets  was  immediate. 

The  next  morning,  Germans  surrounded  the  hotel.  We  were  all  ordered  to  be  ready 
within  an  hour  and  to  come  to  the  courtyard  with  our  luggage,  where  a  number  of 
trucks  stood  ready  to  leave.  When  everyone  was  gathered  together,  the  gendarmes 
began  to  call  out  the  names  of  those  who  had  documents  or  promesas  of  South 
American  countries  and  of  those  who  were  on  the  Palestine  list.  The  rest  had  to  leave 
the  hotel.  We  learned  later  that  on  that  same  day;  they  had  been  taken  to  the  Pawiak 
and,  with  exceptions  of  few,  shot.” 

The  testimony  of  Barski  proves  that  Berman  was  not  only  fully  aware  of  the  danger  of 
the  venture: 

“Together  with  Adolf  we  thought  that  these  people's  lives  were  exposed  to  danger.  It 
was  incomprehensible  that  the  Nazis,  after  their  terrible  liquidation  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  ghetto,  would  allow  witnesses  of  their  horrible  crimes  to  go  abroad.” 

But  that  he  played  a  major  role  in  the  Affair: 

“That  very  Skosowski  was  buying  from  the  German  offices  the  documents  of  the 
citizenship  or  “ promesas ”,  which  were  coming  for  the  already  absent  Jews  and  was 
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selling  them  to  the  representative  of  Zydowski  Komitet  Pomocy-RPZ.  That  in  turn 
furnished  with  them  (in  principle  against  payment)  to  the  persons  finding 
themselves  most  often  together  with  their  family  in  the  rallying  point  for  the 
foreign  Jews,  which  at  that  tune  was  Hotel  Polski  in  Warsaw  on  Dhiga  Street.” 

It  proves  also  that  Berman  saw  the  “Hotel  Polski”,  as  the  solution,  probably  not  the  best  one, 
but  the  only  one  in  the  existing  circumstances.  What’s  clear-Berman  did  not  oppose  the  idea: 

“I  had  once  arranged  with  Adolf  that  in  case  of  such  an  emergency,  we  would  go  to  the 
Hotel  Polski  and  communicate  with  David  Guzik  about  further  help.”  It  proves  finally 
that  Guzik  even  when  sitting  in  the  Hotel  Polski,  continued  to  be  in  touch  with  the  Jewish 
underground  and  the  Jews  in  the  Hiding:  “(Guzik)  remained  in  that  hotel,  maintaining 
contacts  both  with  Jews  hidden  on  the' Aryan'  side  and  with  representatives  of  the 
underground.” 

Guzik,  was  certainly  not  playing  a  role  of  an  idle  kibitzer  like  Berman  suggests:  “He,  indeed, 
did  not  advise  the  Jews  to  go,  but  also  did  not  tell  them  not  to  go”.  The  Jewish  agents  of 
Gestapo  were  spreading  the  rumors  but  who  could  reach  those  Jews  and  who  could  inspire 
their  confidence  in  the  affair  if  not  Guzik: 

“At  the  head  of  the  third  cell  stood  Daniel  Guzik,  that  to  him  also  as  the  chairman  of 
Jomt  and  a  popular  activists  were  appealing  many  Jews  in  need  for  assistance.  And 
each  of  the  three  members  of  the  presidium  had  a  crew  of  assistance  and  liaison 
officers,  both  Jewish  and  Polish,  which  maintained  contact  with  the  hiding  Jews  and 
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was  arranging  for  them  their  matters.” 

But  even  if  Guzik  was  the  forerunner  of  the  salvation  tidings,  it  turned  out  soon  into 
the  most  known  secrete  in  Warsaw  among  Jews  and  Poles  alike,  and  what  started  in  a 
trickle,  gathered  strength  and  grew  into  a  powerful  torrent  of  mass  hysteria,  of  a 
senseless  stampede  of  people  running  amuck  towards  the  abyss: 

‘Wealthy  Jews  began  to  abandon  their  best  hideouts  and  children  were  being  retrieved 
from  churches  and  orphanages  so  as  to  be  ready  to  leave  for  France  at  a  moment's 
notice.  Anyone  who  could  get  his  named  placed  on  to  the  emigration  register 
considered  lnmself  as  good  as  saved.  Jews  sold  their  last  trinkets—  rings,  gold  chains, 
diamonds—  to  raise  the  money  needed  for  the  coveted  passports.”9 

And  when  it  happened,  nobody  could  stop  them  anymore,  even  if  he  would.  One  cannot  twist  a 
principle;  one  cannot  untie  the  tethers  only  for  a  few.  In  Holland  for  instance  it  did  not  happened, 
because  there  the  underground  did  not  allow  it  to  happen: 

“In  order  to  try  to  expedite  the  prolonged  negotiations,  Jewish  bodies  pressed  the 
British  Government  to  broaden  the  categories  of  those  whom  it  was  prepared  to  offer 
for  exchange,  and  of  those  whom  it  was  prepared  to  accept  in  return.  In  the  case  of  two 
suggested  categories  these  Jewish  representations  met  with  some  success.  The  first 
suggestion  was  that  Germans  interned  in  Dutch  possessions  overseas  should  be 
exchanged  against  Dutch  Jews  who  appeared  on  lists  of  'veteran  Zionists'  and  rabbis 
prepared  by  the  Jewish  Agency.  The  proposal  was  designed  both  to  increase  the 
number  of  candidates  for  exchange  on  both  sides  and  to  answer  the  British 
Government's  objection  that  it  could  not  place  a  higher  priority  on  the  exchange  of 
foreign  Jews  than  on  that  of  its  own  citizens  in  enemy  hands.  The  Germans  had  earlier 
manifested  a  tendency  to  connect  the  question  of  Germans  interned  by  the  free  Dutch 
authorities  with  that  of  the  treatment  of  Dutch  citizens  in  the  occupied  Netherlands.  In 
1940  the  Germans  had  arrested  several  prominent  Dutchmen  as  a  reprisal  for  the 
detention  of  Germans  m  the  Netherlands  East  Indies.  A  message  from  the  Reich 
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Commissar  Seyss-Inquart  to  Ribbentrop  in  May  1941  discussed  further  such  reprisals 
to  be  undertaken  if  efforts  to  obtain  the  release  of  the  internees  should  be  unsuccessful. 
There  was  at  first  some  anxiety  in  Dutch  Government  circles  lest  the  Germans  might 
agree  to  the  proposed  exchange  in  order  to  trick  Dutch  Jews  who  were  in  hiding  to 
emerge  and  report  to  the  authorities.  However,  instructions  not  to  emerge  on  any 
account  were  sent  to  Jews  in  hiding  by  underground  channels,  and  a  list  of  over 
3,000  names  of  Dutch  Jews  who  were  'veteran  Zionists'  was  furnished  to  the,  Dutch 
Government  in  the  hope  that  the  Germans  would  be  able  to  produce  some  of  these  for 
exchange  from  internment  camps'1" 

Guzik  certainly  was  not  an  idle  bystander,  but  not  he  alone,  the  whole  leadership  of 
both  Z.K.N.  and  Bund,  in  my  opinion,  share  the  burden  of  the  historical 
responsibility,  both  for  the  outcome  and  for  the  moral  aspect  of  that  affair.  But  I  will 
say  more  than  that,  the  Jewish  underground  both  the  Bund,  but  especially  Z.K.N. , 
which  had  no  financial  means,  saw  in  the  “Affair”  the  only  way  of  saving  the  “ Aktyw ” 
and  the  ZOB  fighters,  and  to  make  the  rich  Jews  to  bear  the  cost  of  the  whole 
transaction.  In  the  Hotel  Polski  there  was  a  committee  of  the  Jewish  Gestapo  men  and 
Guzik,  who  decided  who  will  pay  and  how  much  and  who  will  be  exempted.  In  the 
conclusion  almost  all  the  “ Aktyw ”  perished,  together  with  the  rich  Jews,  who  certainly 
had  at  least  fifty-fifty  chance  to  save  themselves  in  hiding.  One  thing,  however,  must 
be  admitted  that  the  gift  of  1 1  additional  npnths  of  life  in  the  Vittel  camp  allowed 
Yitzhak  Katzenelson  to  devote  the  time  -to^extensive  literary  output,  including  his 
most  important  work  written  during  the  period  of  Holocaust,  the  mighty  epic-  “The 
Song  of  the  Murdered  Jewish  People”11 
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